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8th Sunday after Pentecost 
July 26, 2020 

Virtual Bulletin 
Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church 

Rev. Zachary W. Johnson, Pastor 
Donna Menzies, Assistant to the Pastor, Visitation & Spiritual Care 

Douglas Shabe, Director of Music 
Grace Lee, Organist 

Michelle Tune, Soprano 
 

Order of the Liturgy 
 

Prelude played by Grace Lee, organist 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness 
endures from generation to generation. Amen. 
 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Reconciling God, we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your 
presence in our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to 
believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. We sin in thought, 
word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, 
lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
 

Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God 
through Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. In the name of 

Christ, ☩ our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because 
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMN – ELW 834 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 
 
1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise, in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, most blessed, 

most glorious, the Ancient of Days, almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise! 
 

2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; thy 
justice like mountains high soaring above thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and 
love. 
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3 To all, life thou givest, to both great and small; in all life thou livest, the true life of all; we 
blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree, and wither and perish, but naught changeth 
thee. 

 

4 Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light; thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
all laud we would render; oh, help us to see 'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee! 

 

Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt. 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ; the love of God; and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

WORD 
 

First Reading: 1 Kings 3:5-12 
 

5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I 
should give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your 
servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and 
in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, 
and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7 And now, O LORD my God, you have 
made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not 
know how to go out or come in. 8 And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you 
have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9 Give your 
servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between 
good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?” 
  10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 God said to him, “Because you have 
asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, 
but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12 I now do according to 
your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you 
and no one like you shall arise after you.” 

Psalm 119:129-136 The congregation responds with the even-numbered verses.  Our choir 

member, Michelle Tune, will provide a video of the chanted Psalm which will be available on 

Facebook.  Feel free to watch it after the service.   

 
 129 Your decrees are wonderful; therefore I obey them with all my heart. 
 130 When your word is opened it gives light; it gives understanding to the simple. 
 131 I open my mouth and pant because I long for your commandments. 
 132 Turn to me and be gracious to me, as you always do to those who love your name.  
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 133 Order my footsteps in your word; let no iniquity have dominion over me. 
 134 Rescue me from those who oppress me, and I will keep your commandments. 
 135 Let your face shine upon your servant and teach me your statutes. 
 136 My eyes shed streams of tears, because people do not keep your teaching.  

 Second Reading: Romans 8:26-39 
 

26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that 
very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27 And God, who searches the heart, 
knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to 
the will of God. 28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who 
are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large 
family. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also 
justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 31 What then are we to say about these 
things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave 
him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 33 Who will bring any 
charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who 
died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35 

Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written, “For our sake we are being killed all 
day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
 

31 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 
seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32 it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it 
has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and 
make nests in its branches.  33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like 
yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was 
leavened.” 
  44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; 
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 45 “Again, the kingdom of 
heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46 on finding one pearl of great value, he 
went and sold all that he had and bought it. 47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that 
was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it ashore, 
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sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the 
age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into 
the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 51 “Have you 
understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe 
who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings 
out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
 

SERMON by Pastor Zachary Johnson 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY – ELW 488 Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness 
 
1 Soul, adorn yourself with gladness, leave the gloomy haunts of sadness, 
 come into the daylight's splendor, there with joy your praises render. 
 Bless the one whose grace unbounded this amazing banquet founded; 
 Christ, though heav'nly, high, and holy, deigns to dwell with you most lowly. 
 

2 Hasten as a bride to meet him, eagerly and gladly greet him. 
 There he stands already knocking; quickly, now, your gate unlocking, 
 open wide the fast-closed portal, saying to the Lord immortal: 
 "Come, and leave your loved one never; dwell within my heart forever." 
 

3 Now in faith I humbly ponder over this surpassing wonder 
 that the bread of life is boundless though the souls it feeds are countless; 
 with the choicest wine of heaven Christ's own blood to us is given. 
 Oh, most glorious consolation, pledge and seal of my salvation. 
 

4 Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, truest friend, and dearest treasure, 
 peace beyond all understanding, joy into all life expanding: 
 humbly now, I bow before you, love incarnate, I adore you; 
 worthily let me receive you,  and, so favored, never leave you. 
 

Text: Johann Franck, 1618-1677; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship; Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy.” The assembly responds with “Hear our prayer.” 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us… 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

CLOSING HYMN – ELW 705 God of Grace and God of Glory 
 
1 God of grace and God of glory, 
 on your people pour your pow'r; 
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 crown your ancient church's story; 
 bring its bud to glorious flow'r. 
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 
 for the facing of this hour, 
 for the facing of this hour. 
 

2 Lo! the hosts of evil round us 
 scorn the Christ, assail his ways! 
 From the fears that long have bound us 
 free our hearts to faith and praise. 
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 
 for the living of these days, 
 for the living of these days, 
 

3 Cure your children's warring madness; 
 bend our pride to your control; 
 shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 
 rich in things and poor in soul. 
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
 lest we miss your kingdom's goal, 
 lest we miss your kingdom's goal. 
 

4 Save us from weak resignation 
 to the evils we deplore; 
 let the gift of your salvation 
 be our glory evermore. 
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
 serving you whom we adore, 
 serving you whom we adore. 
 

Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969 
 

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Share the good news.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude played by Grace Lee, organist 
+++++ 

 

Join Pastor Zach after today’s worship service via Zoom for a virtual Hill Avenue Grace Fellowship! This will 
be a weekly Sunday fellowship from now through September and will utilize the same link each week. 
 
Time: Jul 26, 2020 10:45 AM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 
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Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/92235497933?pwd=MDV5TWsrRXFWdDBqUDlEOXk0TCtrdz09 
 
Meeting ID: 922 3549 7933 
Password: haglc 
 
One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,92235497933#,,,,0#,,450403# US (San Jose) 
+13462487799,,92235497933#,,,,0#,,450403# US (Houston)  
 
Dial by your location 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
Meeting ID: 922 3549 7933 
Password: 450403  
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/ad97pdeDqn 

 
 
 

Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church 
73 N. Hill Avenue 

Pasadena, CA 91106 
Phone:  626.792.4169 

Email: office@hillavenuegrace.org 
Email:  pastor@hillavenuegrace.org 
Website:  www.hillavenuegrace.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/HillAvenueGrace 
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