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13th Sunday after Pentecost 
August 30, 2020 

Virtual Bulletin with Holy Communion 
Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church 

Rev. Zachary W. Johnson, Pastor 
Donna Menzies, Assistant to the Pastor, Visitation & Spiritual Care 

Douglas Shabe, Director of Music 
Grace Lee, Organist 

Michelle Tune, Soprano 
 

Order of the Liturgy 
 

Prelude played by Grace Lee 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness 
endures from generation to generation. Amen. 
 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Reconciling God, we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence 
in our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to believe 
that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. We fear 
difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, 
and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
 

Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through 

Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. In the name of Christ, ☩ our 
sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has 
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMN – ELW 879 For the Beauty of the Earth 
 

1 For the beauty of the earth, for the beauty of the skies, for the love which from our birth 
over and around us lies: 

 

Refrain 

 Christ, our God, to thee we raise this our sacrifice of praise. 
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2 For the wonder of each hour of the day and of the night, hill and vale and tree and flow'r, 
sun and moon and stars of light:  Refrain 

 

3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind's delight, for the mystic harmony linking 
sense to sound and sight:  Refrain 

 

4 For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child, friends on earth and friends above; 
for all gentle thoughts and mild:  Refrain 

 

5 For each perfect gift of thine, peace on earth and joy in heav'n; for thyself, best gift divine, to 
our world so freely giv'n:  Refrain 

 

Text: Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835-1917, alt. 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ; the love of God; and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

WORD 
 

First Reading: Jeremiah 15:15-21 
 

15 O LORD, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down retribution for me on my 
persecutors. In your forbearance do not take me away; know that on your account I suffer 
insult. 16 Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the 
delight of my heart; for I am called by your name, O LORD, God of hosts. 17 I did not sit in the 
company of merrymakers, nor did I rejoice; under the weight of your hand I sat alone, for you 
had filled me with indignation. 18 Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be 
healed? Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail. 19 Therefore thus says 
the LORD: If you turn back, I will take you back, and you shall stand before me. If you utter what 
is precious, and not what is worthless, you shall serve as my mouth. It is they who will turn to 
you, not you who will turn to them. 20 And I will make you to this people a fortified wall of 
bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail over you, for I am with you to save 
you and deliver you, says the LORD. 21 I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, and 
redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. 
 

Psalm: Psalm 26:1-8   The congregation responds with the even-numbered verses. Our soprano, Michelle 

Tune, will provide a video of her chanting the psalm which will be available on Facebook by Sunday.  
 

1 Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived with integrity; I have trusted in the LORD and 
have not faltered. 
2 Test me, O LORD, and try me; examine my heart and my mind. 
3 For your steadfast love is before my eyes; I have walked faithfully with you. 
4 I have not sat with the worthless, nor do I consort with the deceitful.  
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 5 I have hated the company of evildoers; I will not sit down with the wicked. 
 6 I will wash my hands in innocence, O LORD, that I may go in procession round your altar, 
 7 singing aloud a song of thanksgiving and recounting all your wonderful deeds. 
 8 LORD, I love the house in which you dwell and the place where your glory abides. 
  

Second Reading: Romans 12:9-21 
 

9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10 love one another with 
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, 
serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to 
the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless 
and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 Live in 
harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be 
wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the 
sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never 
avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I 
will repay, says the Lord.” 20 No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give 
them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 21 Do not 
be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28 
 

21 From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to show 
his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the 
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter 
took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen 
to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to 
me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”  24 Then Jesus told 
his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their 
cross and follow me. 25 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their 
life for my sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit 
their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 27 “For the Son of Man is to come with 
his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28 

Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son 
of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
 

SERMON by Pastor Zach Johnson 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY – ELW 624 Jesus Still Lead On 
 

1 Jesus, still lead on, till our rest be won; and, although the way be cheerless, we will follow, 
calm and fearless; guide us by your hand to the promised land. 
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2 If the way be drear, if the foe be near, let no faithless fears o'ertake us, let not faith and 
hope forsake us; safely past the foe to our home we go. 

 

3 When we seek relief from a long-felt grief, when temptations come alluring make us patient 
and enduring; show us that bright shore where we weep no more. 

 

4 Jesus, still lead on, till our rest be won; heav'nly leader, still direct us, still support, console, 
protect us, till we safely stand in the promised land. 

 

Text: Nicolaus L. von Zinzendorf, 1700-1760; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813-1897, alt. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy.” The assembly responds with “Hear our prayer.” 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The presiding and the assembly share a virtual sign of peace. 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
Spoken by the presiding minister. 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
All speak the words together. 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord. Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in 
the highest. 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
The presiding minister begins the prayer.  
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord... 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
The presiding minister and the assembly speak the following words together. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread (each plate of bread may be 
raised at this time), and gave thanks; broke it, and give it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me (bread plate may be 
lowered). 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup (cup of wine/grape juice may be raised at this time), gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 
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you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins. Do this for the remembrance of me (cup of 
wine/grape juice may be lowered). 
The presiding minister continues the Eucharistic prayer. 
Remembering therefore…be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us… 
 

A time of silence for reflection. 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All may commune themselves with the bread and wine/grape juice. A representative from each 
household may say the following—bread: “The body of Christ given for you.” Wine/grape juice: 
“The blood of Christ shed for you.” 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM - "On Eagle's Wings" by Michael Joncas 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
All may pray the prayer together. 
Let us pray. Brief silence is kept. God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on 
your goodness and have been united by your presence among us. Empower us to go forth 
sustained by these gifts so that we may share your neighborly love with all, through Jesus 
Christ, the giver of abundant life. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

CLOSING HYMN – ELW 655 Son of God, Eternal Savior 
 

1 Son of God, eternal Savior, 
 source of life and truth and grace, 
 Word made flesh, whose birth among us 
 hallows all our human race, 
 you our head, who, throned in glory, 
 for your own will ever plead: 
 fill us with your love and pity, 
 heal our wrong, and help our need. 
 

2 As you, Lord, have lived for others, 
 so may we for others live. 
 Freely have your gifts been granted; 
 freely may your servants give. 
 Yours the gold and yours the silver, 
 yours the wealth of land and sea; 
 we but stewards of your bounty 
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 held in solemn trust will be. 
3 Come, O Christ, and reign among us, 
 King of love and Prince of peace; 
 hush the storm of strife and passion, 
 bid its cruel discords cease. 
 By your patient years of toiling, 
 by your silent hours of pain, 
 quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, 
 stem our selfish greed of gain. 
 

4 Son of God, eternal Savior, 
 source of life and truth and grace, 
 Word made flesh, whose birth among us 
 hallows all our human race: 
 by your praying, by your willing 
 that your people should be one, 
 grant, oh, grant our hope's fruition: 
 here on earth your will be done. 
 

Text: Somerset C. Lowry, 1855-1932 
 

DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude played by Grace Lee 
+++++ 

 

Join Pastor Zach after today’s worship service via Zoom for a virtual Hill Avenue Grace 
Fellowship! This will be a weekly Sunday fellowship from now through September and will 
utilize the same link each week. 
 

Time: Aug 30, 2020 10:45 AM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/92235497933?pwd=MDV5TWsrRXFWdDBqUDlEOXk0TCtrdz09 
 

Meeting ID: 922 3549 7933 
Password: haglc 
 

One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,92235497933#,,,,0#,,450403# US (San Jose) 
+13462487799,,92235497933#,,,,0#,,450403# US (Houston)  
Meeting ID: 922 3549 7933;    Password: 450403  
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/ad97pdeDqn 


