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11th Sunday after Pentecost 
August 16, 2020 

Virtual Bulletin with Holy Communion 
Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church 

Rev. Zachary W. Johnson, Pastor 
Donna Menzies, Assistant to the Pastor, Visitation & Spiritual Care 

Douglas Shabe, Director of Music 
Grace Lee, Organist 

Michelle Tune, Soprano 
 

Order of the Liturgy 
 

Prelude played by Grace Lee 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness 
endures from generation to generation. Amen. 
 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Reconciling God, we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your 
presence in our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to 
believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. We sin in thought, 
word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, 
lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
 

Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through 

Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. In the name of Christ, ☩ our 
sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love 
has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
OPENING HYMN – ELW 733 Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
 
1 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; there is no shadow of turning with thee; thou 

changest not, thy compassions they fail not; as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 
 

Refrain 
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 Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided; great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 

2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, sun, moon, and stars in their courses 
above join with all nature in manifold witness to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.  
Refrain 

 

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, blessings all mine, with ten thousand 
beside!  Refrain 

 

Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866-1960; Text © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. 

Used by permission. 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ; the love of God; and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

WORD 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
 

1 Thus says the LORD: 
  Maintain justice, and do what is right, 
 for soon my salvation will come, 
  and my deliverance be revealed. 
 6 And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 
  to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 
  and to be his servants, 
 all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, 
  and hold fast my covenant— 
 7 these I will bring to my holy mountain, 
  and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
 their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 
  will be accepted on my altar; 
 for my house shall be called a house of prayer 
  for all peoples. 
 8 Thus says the Lord GOD, 
  who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 
 I will gather others to them 
  besides those already gathered. 



Page 3 of 7 

Psalm 67   The congregation responds with the even-numbered verses. Our soprano, Michelle 

Tune, will provide a video of her chanting the psalm that is posted to Facebook for viewing. 
 

      1 May God be merciful to us and bless us; 
  may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 
 2 Let your way be known upon earth, 
  your saving health among all nations. 
 3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
  let all the peoples praise you. 
 4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth.  
 5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
  let all the peoples praise you. 
 6 The earth has brought forth its increase; 
  God, our own God, has blessed us. 
 7 May God give us blessing, 
  and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe. 
  

Second Reading: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
 
[Paul writes:] 1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, 
a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2a God has not rejected his 
people whom he foreknew. 
  29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were once disobedient to 
God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so they have now been 
disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. 32 For 
God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Gospel: Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28 
 
[10 [Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:11 it is not what 
goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” 
12 Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took 
offense when they heard what you said?” 13 He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly 
Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14 Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. 
And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 15 But Peter said to him, 
“Explain this parable to us.” 16 Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding? 17 Do you 
not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer? 
18 But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19 For out 
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of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. 20 

These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”]  
  21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then a 
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, 
Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her at all. And 
his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24 

He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and 
knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s 
food and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that 
fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it 
be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 
 

SERMON by Pastor Zachary Johnson 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY – ELW 641 All Are Welcome 
 

1 Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live, a place where saints and 
children tell how hearts learn to forgive. Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of 
faith and vault of grace; here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 

 

Refrain 
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

 

2 Let us build a house where prophets speak, and words are strong and true, where all God's 
children dare to seek to dream God's reign anew. Here the cross shall stand as witness and 
as symbol of God's grace; here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:  Refrain 

 

3 Let us build a house where love is found in water, wine and wheat: a banquet hall on holy 
ground where peace and justice meet. Here the love of God, through Jesus, is revealed in 
time and space; as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:  Refrain 
 

4 Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone to heal and 
strengthen, serve and teach, and live the Word they've known. Here the outcast and the 
stranger bear the image of God's face; let us bring an end to fear and danger:  Refrain 
 

5 Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard and loved and 
treasured, taught and claimed as words within the Word. Built of tears and cries and 
laughter, prayers of faith and songs of grace, let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:  
Refrain 

 

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950; Text © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

http://www.giamusic.com/
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Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy.” The assembly responds with “Hear our prayer.” 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The presiding and the assembly share a virtual sign of peace. 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
Spoken by the presiding minister. 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
All speak the words together. 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord. Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in 
the highest. 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
The presiding minister begins the prayer.  
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord... 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
The presiding minister and the assembly speak the following words together. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread (each plate of bread may be 
raised at this time), and gave thanks; broke it, and give it to his disciples, saying: Take and 
eat; this is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me (bread plate may be 
lowered). 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup (cup of wine/grape juice may be raised at this time), gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins. Do this for the remembrance of me (cup 
of wine/grape juice may be lowered). 
 

The presiding minister continues the Eucharistic prayer. 
Remembering therefore…be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us… 
 

A time of silence for reflection. 



Page 6 of 7 

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All may commune themselves with the bread and wine/grape juice. A representative from each 
household may say the following—bread: “The body of Christ given for you.” Wine/grape 
juice: “The blood of Christ shed for you.” 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
ANTHEM  Douglas Shabe, soloist 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
All may pray the prayer together. 
Let us pray. Brief silence is kept. God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on 
your goodness and have been united by your presence among us. Empower us to go forth 
sustained by these gifts so that we may share your neighborly love with all, through Jesus 
Christ, the giver of abundant life. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

CLOSING HYMN – ELW 886 Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 
 
1 Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer's praise, 
 the glories of my God and King, the triumphs of his grace! 
 

2 My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim, 
 to spread through all the earth abroad the honors of your name. 
 

3 The name of Jesus charms our fears and bids our sorrows cease, 
 sings music in the sinner's ears, brings life and health and peace. 
 

4 He speaks, and list'ning to his voice, new life the dead receive; 
 the mournful, broken hearts rejoice, the humble poor believe. 
 

5 Look unto him, your Savior own, O fallen human race! 
Look and be saved through faith alone, be justified by grace! 

 

6 To God all glory, praise, and love be now and ever giv'n 
 by saints below and saints above, the church in earth and heav'n. 
 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. 
 

DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Postlude played by Grace Lee 
+++++ 

 

Join Pastor Zach after today’s worship service via Zoom for a virtual Hill Avenue Grace 
Fellowship! This will be a weekly Sunday fellowship from now through September and will 
utilize the same link each week. 
 

Time: Aug 16, 2020 10:45 AM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/92235497933?pwd=MDV5TWsrRXFWdDBqUDlEOXk0TCtrdz09 
 

Meeting ID: 922 3549 7933 
Password: haglc 
 

One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,92235497933#,,,,0#,,450403# US (San Jose) 
+13462487799,,92235497933#,,,,0#,,450403# US (Houston)  
 

Dial by your location 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
Meeting ID: 922 3549 7933 
Password: 450403  
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/ad97pdeDqn 


