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12th Sunday after Pentecost 
August 23, 2020 
Virtual Bulletin 

Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church 
Rev. Zachary W. Johnson, Pastor 

Donna Menzies, Assistant to the Pastor, Visitation & Spiritual Care 
Douglas Shabe, Director of Music 

Grace Lee, Organist 
Michelle Tune, Soprano 

 

Order of the Liturgy 
 

Prelude played by Grace Lee, organist 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness 
endures from generation to generation. Amen. 
 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Reconciling God, we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your 
presence in our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to 
believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. We sin in thought, 
word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, 
lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
 

Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God 
through Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. In the name of 

Christ, ☩ our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because 
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMN – ELW 786 O Holy Spirit, Enter In 
 
1 O Holy Spirit, enter in, and in our hearts your work begin, and make our hearts your 

dwelling. Sun of the soul, O Light divine, around and in us brightly shine, your strength in us 
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upwelling. In your radiance life from heaven now is given overflowing, gift of gifts beyond 
all knowing. 

 

2 Left to ourselves, we surely stray; oh, lead us on the narrow way, with wisest counsel guide 
us; and give us steadfastness, that we may follow you forever free, no matter who derides 
us. Gently heal those hearts now broken; give some token you are near us, whom we trust 
to light and cheer us. 

 

3 O mighty Rock, O Source of life, let your good Word in doubt and strife be strongly in us 
burning, that we be faithful unto death and live in love and holy faith, from you true 
wisdom learning. Lord, your mercy on us shower; by your power Christ confessing, we will 
cherish all your blessing. 

 

Text: Michael Schirmer, 1606-1673; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, adapt. 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ; the love of God; and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

WORD 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 51:1-6 
 

1 Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, 
  you that seek the LORD. 
 Look to the rock from which you were hewn, 
  and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
 2 Look to Abraham your father 
  and to Sarah who bore you; 
 for he was but one when I called him, 
  but I blessed him and made him many. 
 3 For the LORD will comfort Zion; 
  he will comfort all her waste places, 
 and will make her wilderness like Eden, 
  her desert like the garden of the LORD; 
 joy and gladness will be found in her, 
  thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
 4 Listen to me, my people, 
  and give heed to me, my nation; 
 for a teaching will go out from me, 
  and my justice for a light to the peoples. 
 5 I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, 
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  my salvation has gone out 
  and my arms will rule the peoples; 
 the coastlands wait for me, 
  and for my arm they hope. 
 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 
  and look at the earth beneath; 
 for the heavens will vanish like smoke, 
  the earth will wear out like a garment, 
  and those who live on it will die like gnats; 
 but my salvation will be forever, 
  and my deliverance will never be ended. 

Psalm 138  The congregation responds with the even-numbered verses.  Our soprano, Michelle 

Tune, will provide a video of her chanting the psalm that will be posted to Facebook for viewing.  

 
 1 I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; before the gods I will sing your 
praise. 
 2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your 
steadfast love and faithfulness; for you have glorified your name and your word above all 
things. 
 3 When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me. 
 4 All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD, when they have heard the words of 
your mouth.  
 5 They will sing of the ways of the LORD, that great is the glory of the LORD. 
 6 The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the haughty from afar. 
 7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; you stretch forth your hand 
against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me. 
 8 You will make good your purpose for me; O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do 
not abandon the works of your hands. 

 Second Reading: Romans 12:1-8 
 

1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may 
discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 3 For by the grace 
given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought 
to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God 
has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the 
same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are 
members one of another. 6 We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: 
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prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the 
exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, 
in cheerfulness. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20 
 

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others 
Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you 
say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 

And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 
revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I 
will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples 
not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 
 
SERMON by Pastor Zachary Johnson 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY – ELW 645 Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation 
 
1 Christ is made the sure foundation, Christ, our head and cornerstone, chosen of the Lord 

and precious, binding all the church in one; holy Zion's help forever and our confidence 
alone. 

 

2 To this temple, where we call you, come, O Lord of hosts, and stay; come, with all your 
lovingkindness, hear your people as they pray; and your fullest benediction shed within 
these walls today. 

 

3 Here bestow on all your servants what they seek from you to gain; what they gain from 
you, forever with the blessed to retain; and hereafter in your glory evermore with you to 
reign. 

 

4 Praise and honor to the Father, praise and honor to the Son, praise and honor to the Spirit, 
ever three and ever one: one in might and one in glory while unending ages run! 

 

Text: Latin hymn, c. 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy.” The assembly responds with “Hear our prayer.” 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 



Page 5 of 5 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us… 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

CLOSING HYMN – ELW 576 We All Are One in Mission 
 

1 We all are one in mission; we all are one in call, our varied gifts united by Christ, the Lord of 
all. A single great commission compels us from above to plan and work together that all 
may know Christ's love. 

 

2 We all are called for service, to witness in God's name. Our ministries are diff'rent; our 
purpose is the same: to touch the lives of others with God's surprising grace, so ev'ry folk 
and nation may feel God's warm embrace. 

 

3 Now let us be united, and let our song be heard. Now let us be a vessel for God's 
redeeming Word. We all are one in mission; we all are one in call, our varied gifts united by 
Christ, the Lord of all. 

 

Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955; Text © 1986 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. 
 

DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Share the good news.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude played by Grace Lee, organist 
 

+++++ 
 

Join Pastor Zach and other church members and visitors after today’s worship service via 
Zoom for a virtual Hill Avenue Grace Fellowship! This is a weekly Sunday fellowship from 
now through at least September and utilizes the same link each week. 
 

Time: Aug 23, 2020 10:45 AM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/92235497933?pwd=MDV5TWsrRXFWdDBqUDlEOXk0TCtrdz09 
 

Meeting ID: 922 3549 7933 
Password: haglc 
 

One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,92235497933#,,,,0#,,450403# US (San Jose) 
+13462487799,,92235497933#,,,,0#,,450403# US (Houston)  
 

Dial by your location 
Meeting ID: 922 3549 7933 
Password: 450403  
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/ad97pdeDqn 


