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14th Sunday after Pentecost 
September 6, 2020 

Virtual Bulletin 
Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church 

Rev. Zachary W. Johnson, Pastor 
Donna Menzies, Assistant to the Pastor, Visitation & Spiritual Care 

Douglas Shabe, Director of Music 
Grace Lee, Organist 

Michelle Tune, Soprano 
 

Order of the Liturgy 
 

Prelude played by Grace Lee, organist 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all 
our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMN – ELW 731 Earth and All Stars! 
 

1 Earth and all stars! Loud rushing planets! Sing to the Lord a new song! Hail, wind, and rain! Loud 
blowing snowstorm! Sing to the Lord a new song!  Refrain 

 

Refrain 
 God has done marvelous things. I too sing praises with a new song! 
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2 Trumpet and pipes! Loud clashing cymbals! Sing to the Lord a new song! Harp, lute, and lyre! Loud 
humming cellos! Sing to the Lord a new song!  Refrain 

 

3 Engines and steel! Loud pounding hammers! Sing to the Lord a new song! Limestone and beams! 
Loud building workers! Sing to the Lord a new song!  Refrain 

 

4 Classrooms and labs! Loud boiling test tubes! Sing to the Lord a new song! Athlete and band! Loud 
cheering people! Sing to the Lord a new song!  Refrain 

 

5 Knowledge and truth! Loud sounding wisdom! Sing to the Lord a new song! Daughter and son! 
Loud praying members! Sing to the Lord a new song!  Refrain 

 

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926; Text © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ; the love of God; and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all. And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

WORD 
 

First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-11 
 
7 So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from my 
mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8 If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely 
die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their 
iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. 9 But if you warn the wicked to turn from their 
ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have 
saved your life. 10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions 
and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” 11 Say to 
them, As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked 
turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house 
of Israel? 

Psalm 119:33-40  The congregation responds with the even-numbered verses.  The psalm chanted by 

Michelle Tune will be posted to Facebook.   
   
 33 Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, and I shall keep it to the end. 
 34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; I shall keep it with all my heart. 
 35 Lead me in the path of your commandments, for that is my desire. 
 36 Incline my heart to your decrees and not to unjust gain.  
 37 Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; give me life in your way. 
 38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, which is for those who fear you. 
 39 Turn away the reproach that I dread, because your judgments are good. 
 40 Behold, I long for your commandments; by your righteousness enliven me.  

 Second Reading: Romans 13:8-14 
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8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the 
law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; 
You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor 
as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 11 Besides 
this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is 
nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then 
lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us live honorably as in the day, not 
in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 

Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the 
fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. 16 But 
if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be 
confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it 
to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a 
Gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on 
earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or 
three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 
 

SERMON by Pastor Zachary Johnson  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY – ELW 648 Beloved, God’s Chosen 
 

1 Beloved, God's chosen, put on as a garment compassion, forgiveness, and goodness of heart. 
Above all, before all, let love be your raiment that binds into one every dissonant part. 

 

2 Within, call forth Wisdom, to dwell in you richly; let peace rule your hearts, and that peace be of 
Christ. And from the heart's chamber, beloved and holy, let singing thanksgiving to God ever rise. 

 

3 Beloved, God's chosen, put on as a garment compassion, forgiveness, and goodness of heart. 
Above all, before all, let love be your raiment that binds into one ev'ry dissonant part. 

 

Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953; Text © 1994 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy.” The assembly responds with “Hear our prayer.” 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us… 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

CLOSING HYMN – ELW 836 Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 
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1 Joyful, joyful we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love! Hearts unfold like flow'rs before thee, 
praising thee, their sun above. Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the gloom of doubt away. 
Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 

 

2 All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heav'n reflect thy rays, stars and angels sing 
around thee, center of unbroken praise. Field and forest, vale and mountain, flow'ry meadow, 
flashing sea, chanting bird, and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in thee. 

 

3 Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest, wellspring of the joy of living, ocean-depth 
of happy rest! Thou our Father, Christ our brother, all who live in love are thine; teach us how to 
love each other, lift us to the joy divine! 

 

Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922 
 

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude played by Grace Lee, organist 
 

+++++ 
 

Join Pastor Zach and other HAGL members after today’s worship service via Zoom for a virtual Hill 
Avenue Grace Fellowship! This will be a weekly Sunday fellowship from now through September 
and will utilize the same link each week. 
 
Time: Sept 6, 2020 10:45 AM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/92235497933?pwd=MDV5TWsrRXFWdDBqUDlEOXk0TCtrdz09 
 
Meeting ID: 922 3549 7933 
Password: haglc 
 
One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,92235497933#,,,,0#,,450403# US (San Jose) 
+13462487799,,92235497933#,,,,0#,,450403# US (Houston)  
 
Dial by your location 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
 
Meeting ID: 922 3549 7933 
Password: 450403 ;      Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/ad97pdeDqn 


