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January 3, 2021

Virtual Bulletin with Holy Communion
Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church
Rev. Zachary W. Johnson, Pastor
Donna Menzies, Assistant to the Pastor, Visitation & Spiritual Care
Douglas Shabe, Director of Music
Grace Lee, Organist
Michelle Tune, Soprano

Order of the Liturgy

Prelude “Faithfulness” arr. by Phil Dave
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, '+ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us
birth, our light and our salvation. Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your
Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the water of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led
your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and
anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of
new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness,

grace, and love.
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To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
now and forever.

Amen.

OPENING HYMN Angels, from the Realms of Glory ELW 275
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1 An - gels, from the realms of glo-ry, wing your flight o’er all the earth;
2 Shep-herds,in the fields a - bid-ing, watch-ing o’er your flocks by night,
3 Sa - ges,leave your con - tem-pla-tions,bright-er  vi - sions beam a - far;

4 All cre - a - tion, join in prais-ing God, the Fa - ther, Spir - it, Son,
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once you sang cre - a - tion’s sto - ry, now pro -claim Mes - si - ah’s birth:
God with us is now re - sid-ing, yon-der shines the in - fant light.
seek the great de - sire of na-tions, you have seen his na - tal star.
ev - er-more your voic - es rais-ing to thee-ter - nal Three in One.
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Come and wor-ship, come and wor-ship, wor-ship Christ, the new -born king.
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Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4
Music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879

GREETING

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ; the love of God; and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead us now
by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of your glory,

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 60:1-6 Lector: Karen DeGilio
'Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
’For darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LorD will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
*Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.

“Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
°A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the Lorb.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 The congregation responds with the bold (even-numbered) verses.
'Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son;
‘that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice;
‘that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the hills, in righteousness.
“Let him defend the needy among the people, rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.
°May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to another.
°Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers that water the earth.
’In his time may the righteous flourish;
and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.
“May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute,
and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.
*May all kings bow down before him, and all the nations do him service.
’For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress,
the oppressed, and those who have no helper.
“He has compassion on the lowly and poor, and preserves the lives of the needy.
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““From oppression and violence he redeems their lives,
and precious is their blood in his sight.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:1-12 Lector: Angela Jorgensen
'This is the reason that | Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—’for
surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you,
*and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as | wrote above in a few words,
“a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. °In
former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: °that is, the Gentiles have become
fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through
the gospel.

’Of this gospel | have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given
me by the working of his power. *Although | am the very least of all the saints, this grace was
given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, “and to make
everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things;
90 that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known
to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. *'This was in accordance with the eternal
purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, *’in whom we have access to God in
boldness and confidence through faith in him.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Matthew 2:1-12
'In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the
East came to Jerusalem, “asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For
we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” *When King Herod
heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; “and calling together all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.
*They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
®And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israe
'Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when
the star had appeared. °Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for
the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that | may also go and pay him
homage.” “When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the
star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was.
“When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. *On entering
the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him
homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
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myrrh. *?And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own
country by another road.

The Gospel of our Lord. Thanks be to God.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY

Pastor Zach Johnson

Songs of Thankfulness and Praise
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1 Songs of thank-ful - ness and praise, Je - sus, Lord, to thee we raise;
2 Man -i- fest at Jor-dan’s stream, proph-et, priest,and king su-preme;
3 Man -1i-fest in mak-ing whole weak-ened bod -y, faint-ing soul;
4 Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, pres-ent in thy ho - ly word;
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man -1 - fest - ed
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man -1 - fest in
grace to im - i -
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by the star
wed - ding guest
val - iant fight,
tate thee now
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to the sa-ges from a - far,
in thy God-head man-1i - fest;
quell-ing all the dev-il’s might;
and be pure, as pure art thou;
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branch of roy - al Da-vid’s stem in thy birth at Beth- le - hem:
man - i - fest in pow’r di - vine, chang-ing wa - ter in - to wine;
man - i - fest in gra-cious will, ev - er bring-ing good from ill:
that we might be - come like thee at  thy great e - piph - a - ny,
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an - thems be to
an - thems be to
an - thems be to
and may praise thee,

thee ad-dressed,
thee ad-dressed,
thee ad-dressed,
ev - er blest,

God in flesh made man-i - fest.
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Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807—1885, al

t.

Music: SALZBURG, Jakob Hintze, 1622—-1702; arr. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750

ELW 310
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Assistant Bob Menzies
Each petition ends with “Hear us, O God,” The assembly responds with “Your mercy is great.”

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The presiding and the assembly share a virtual sign of peace.
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

HOLY COMMUNION

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
Spoken by the presiding minister.
It is indeed right...we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

All speak the words together.

Holy, holy, holy, Lord. Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in
the highest.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The presiding minister begins the prayer.
Holy one, the beginning and the end, the giver of life...

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

The presiding minister and the assembly speak the following words together.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread (each plate of bread may be
raised at this time), and gave thanks; broke it, and give it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me (bread plate may be
lowered).

Again, after supper, he took the cup (cup of wine/grape juice may be raised at this time), gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins. Do this for the remembrance of me (cup
of wine/grape juice may be lowered).
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The presiding minister continues the Eucharistic prayer.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup...We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your spirit...Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most
High, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us...

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

All are invited into a time of reflection before they receive communion. During this time, you
may prepare your hearts to receive the sacrament. Once ready, you may commune yourself
and those around you with the bread and wine/grape juice. A representative from each
household may say the following—bread: “The body of Christ given for you.” Wine/qgrape
juice: “The blood of Christ shed for you.”

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep in his grace,
now and forever.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

All speak the prayer together.

We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us from your very self with
the body and blood of Christ. Through this mystery, send us forth to proclaim your promise
to a world in need, through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

BENEDICTION

Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through the angels, sent the
shepherds with good news, and led the magi by a star, bless you this day * through the Word
made flesh.

Amen.
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ELW 302
As with Gladness Men of Old
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1 As with glad-ness men of old did the guid-ing star be - hold;
2 As with joy - ful steps they sped, Sav-ior, to thy low-ly bed,
3 As they of - fered gifts most rare at thy cra-dle, rude and bare,
4 Ho-ly Je - sus, ev-’ry day keep us in the nar-row way;
5 In the heav'n-ly coun-try bright need they no cre - a - ted light;
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as  with joy they hailed its light, lead-ing  on - ward,beam-ing bright;
there to  bend the knee be - fore thee, whom heav’'nand earth a - dore;
so may we with ho - ly joy, pure and free from sin’s al - loy,
and when earth-ly thingsare past, bring our ran-somed souls at last
thou its light, its joy, its crown, thou its sun which goes not down;
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so, most gra-cious Lord, may we ev - er-more be led by thee.
Ny may we with will - ing feet ev - er seek thy mer - cy seat.
all our cost-liest trea - sures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav’n-ly king.

where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glo - ry hide.
there for - ev - er may we sing al - le - lu - ias to our king.
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt.
Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude “I Come with Joy” arr. by Nancy M. Raabe

+++++



Calendar This Week

Today 10:00 AM Worship
Sat 1/9/2021 9:30 AM Food Shelf Open
Sun 1/10/2021 10:00 AM Worship

Join us this Sunday at 10am for our Virtual Worship via Zoom!
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Check in a few minutes early and hear prelude by Grace! You may also join us on Facebook

Live. We look forward to seeing your faces and worshiping together!
We will continue after our service on the same link for our fellowship time!

Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church Worship
Time: Sundays at 10:00 AM Pacific Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/95007590439?pwd=M2NmMmMUZCZzhMOUY0SG8xeHpxcU5RUT09
Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439

Passcode: worship

One tap mobile
+16699006833,,950075904394,,,,,,0#,,4584517# US (San Jose)
+13462487799,,950075904394,,,,,,0#,,4584517# US (Houston)

Dial by your location

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)

+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439
Passcode: 4584517



