Page 10f 8

December 27, 2020

Virtual Bulletin with Holy Communion
Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church
Rev. Zachary W. Johnson, Pastor
Donna Menzies, Assistant to the Pastor, Visitation & Spiritual Care
Douglas Shabe, Director of Music
Grace Lee, Organist
Michelle Tune, Soprano

Order of the Liturgy

Prelude “In the Bleak Midwinter” arr. by Mark Hayes
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us
birth, our light and our salvation. Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your
Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the water of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led
your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and
anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of
new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness,

grace, and love.
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To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

now and forever.
Amen.

OPENING HYMN

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

| N | 1)1 InY

.,q:/.h/;\qq:

ELW 288

-

N

L

L
Ny

3

&

.

&

S
1 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
2 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
3 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
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give ye heed
now ye hear
now ye need not
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fear the grave;
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is  born to-day;
born for this!

Je - sus Christ was born to save!
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ox and ass be - fore him bow, and he is in the man-ger now.
He has o - pened heav-en’s door, and we are blest for - ev - er- more.

Calls you one

and

calls you all
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Christ is born to - day! Christ is born to - day!
Christ was born for  this! Christ was born for this!
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!
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Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866
Music: IN DULCT JUBILO, German carol, 14th cent.; arr. Robert L. Pearsall, 17951856

GREETING

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ; the love of God; and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more wonderfully
restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to share our
humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 61:10--62:3 Lector: Dave Cuatt
91 will greatly rejoice in the LorD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me
with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a
bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.

“IFor as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring
up, so the Lord Gob will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.

®21For Zion’s sake | will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake | will not rest, until her
vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. “The nations shall
see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new name

that the mouth of the Lorp will give. “You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lorb,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 148 The congregation responds with the bold (even-numbered) verses.
'Hallelujah! Praise the LorD from the heavens; praise God in the heights.
’Praise the Lorp, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
*Praise the LoRrD, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars.
“Praise the LorD, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens.
°Let them praise the name of the Lorp, who commanded, and they were created,
*who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law that shall not pass away.
’Praise the LorD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps;
®fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars;
“wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds;
"Isovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world;
’young men and maidens, old and young together.
Let them praise the name of the LoORD,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven.
“The Lorp has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lorp. Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: Galatians 4:4-7 Lector: Kris Pilon
“When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law,
°in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as



Page 4 of 8

children. °And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts,
crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an
heir, through God.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Luke 2:22-40

*’When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Joseph and Mary]
brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord **(as it is written in the law of the
Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), **and they offered a
sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young
pigeons.”

“>Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. “°It had
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the
Lord’s Messiah. *’Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, “*Simeon took
him in his arms and praised God, saying,

29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,

according to your word;

*for my eyes have seen your salvation,

*'which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,

*’a light for revelation to the Gentiles

and for glory to your people Israel.”

**And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. **Then
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and
the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed *’so that the inner thoughts
of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.”

**There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of
a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, *’then as a widow
to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and
prayer night and day. **At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak
about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.

**When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. ““The child grew and became strong, filled with
wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.

The Gospel of our Lord. Thanks be to God.

SERMON Pastor Zach Johnson
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HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 269
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1 Oncein roy-al Da - vid’s cit-y stood a low-ly cat - tle shed,
2 He came down to earth from heav-en who is God and Lord of all,
3 And our eyes at last shall see him,through his own re-deem-ing love;
4 Not in that poor low - ly sta-ble, with the ox - en stand-ing by,
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where a moth-er laid her ba - by in a man-ger for his  bed:
and his shel-ter was a sta - ble,and his cra - dle was a stall;
for that child so dear and gen - tle is our Lord in heav’na - bove;
we shall see him; but in  heav - en, set at God’sright hand on high;
4 4 D | | | » H_D j
7% [ ﬁ q| — j > )
- o I o . —— - U - I
T R B N e
b1 e R
J V &
Mar-y was that moth-er mild, Je - sus Christ, her lit - tle child.
with the poor and meek and low-ly, lived on earth  our Sav-ior ho-ly.
and he leads his chil-dren on to the place wherehe is  gone.
there his chil - dren gath-er round, bright like stars, with glo-ry crowned.
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Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895
Music: IRBY, Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Assistant Steve Rose

Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” The assembly responds with “Hear our prayer.”

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The presiding and the assembly share a virtual sign of peace.
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

HOLY COMMUNION

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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PREFACE
Spoken by the presiding minister.
It is indeed right...we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

All speak the words together.

Holy, holy, holy, Lord. Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in
the highest.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The presiding minister begins the prayer.
Holy one, the beginning and the end, the giver of life...

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

The presiding minister and the assembly speak the following words together.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread (each plate of bread may be
raised at this time), and gave thanks; broke it, and give it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me (bread plate may be
lowered).

Again, after supper, he took the cup (cup of wine/grape juice may be raised at this time), gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins. Do this for the remembrance of me (cup
of wine/grape juice may be lowered).

The presiding minister continues the Eucharistic prayer.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup...We look with hope for his coming. Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your spirit...Bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most
High, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us...

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

All are invited into a time of reflection before they receive communion. During this time, you
may prepare your hearts to receive the sacrament. Once ready, you may commune yourself
and those around you with the bread and wine/grape juice. A representative from each
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household may say the following—bread: “The body of Christ given for you.” Wine/grape
juice: “The blood of Christ shed for you.”

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep in his grace,
now and forever. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

All speak the prayer together.

On this day, O God, you gave us Christ the Son to save us. As you sent the one foretold, send
us now with good news for all people. Let the gladness of this feast have no end as we share
with others the joy that fills us; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION
May Christ, who by his incarnation has filled us with grace and truth, give you peace this

Christmas and always. Almighty God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN “Cold December Flies Away” ELW 299
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1 Cold De-cem - ber flies a - way at  the rose -red splen - dor.

2 In the hope -less time of sin shad -ows deep had fall - en.
3 Now the bud has come to bloom, and the world a - wak - ens.
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A - pril’s crown-ing glo - ry breaks while the whole world won - ders
All  the world lay un - der death. Eyes were closed in  sleep - ing.
In the lil - y’s pur-est flow’r dwells a won-drous fra - grance.
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But, when all seemed lost in night, came the sun whose gold - en
And it spreads to all the earth from the mo - ment of its
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flow’r. On the bless-ed tree blooms the red - dest flow’r. On the tree blooms the
light brings un-end -ing joy, brings the end-less joy of our hope, high - est
birth; and its beau-ty lives. In the flow’r it lives, in the flow’r,and it
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rose here in love’s own gar - den, full and strong in glo - ry.

hope, of our hope’s bright dawn - ing, Son be -lov’d of heav - en.
spreads in its heav’n - ly  bright - ness sweet per - fume de - light - ful.

Text: Catalonian carol; tr. Howard Hawhee, b. 1953
Music: EL DESEMBRE CONGELAT, Catalonian carol
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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DISMISSAL
Glory to God in the highest! Peace to God’s people on earth!
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. Thanks be to God.

Postlude “Go Tell It on the Mountain” arr. by John A. Behnke
+++++
Calendar This Week
Today 10:00 AM Worship
Wed 12/30/2020 7:00 PM Virtual Pandemic Support Group
Sat 1/2/2021 9:30 AM Food Shelf Open
Sun 1/3/2021 10:00 AM Worship

Join us this Sunday at 10am for our Virtual Worship via Zoom!

Check in a few minutes early and hear prelude by Grace! You may also join us on Facebook
Live. We look forward to seeing your faces and worshiping together!
We will continue after our service on the same link for our fellowship time!

Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church Worship
Time: Sundays at 10:00 AM Pacific Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/95007590439?pwd=M2NmMmMUZCZzhMOUY0SG8xeHpxcU5RUT09
Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439

Passcode: worship

One tap mobile
+16699006833,,950075904394,,,,,,0#,,4584517# US (San Jose)
+13462487799,,950075904394,,,,,,0#,,4584517# US (Houston)

Dial by your location

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)

+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439
Passcode: 4584517



