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Second Sunday of Advent
December 6, 2020

Virtual Bulletin with Holy Communion
Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church
Rev. Zachary W. Johnson, Pastor
Donna Menzies, Assistant to the Pastor, Visitation & Spiritual Care
Douglas Shabe, Director of Music
Grace Lee, Organist
Michelle Tune, Soprano

Order of the Liturgy

Prelude “Lo, How A Rose E’ER Blooming” by Johannes Brahms
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, |
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therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and
of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

OPENING HYMN On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry ELW 249
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2 Then cleansed be ev - 'ty life from sin; make straight the
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for he brings glad tid - ings of the King of kings!
hearts pre - pare for Christ to come and en - ter there.
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Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621
GREETING

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ; the love of God; and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.
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ADVENT HYMN OF PRAISE:  Everyday God
Congregation - sing at bold print
Earth’s creator, God of laughter, Alleluia,
Everyday God Everyday God Everyday God
Loving Maker God of sorrow, Now and always,
O Jesus O Jesus, O Jesus,
You who shaped us God of shelter, Alleluia,

O spirit, O Spirit, O spirit,
Recreate us, Strong and patient, Through the ages.
Come be with us. Come be with us. Come be with us.
In your presence, Word of gladness,

Everyday God Everyday God Bernadette Farrell
We are gathered. Word of mercy, Restless is the Heart

O Jesus, O Jesus,

You have called us, Word of friendship,

O Spirit, O Spirit,

To restore us, Word of challenge,
Come be with us. Come be with us.
In our dreaming, Our beginning,

Everyday God Everyday God
In our daring. Our Unfolding,

O Jesus, O Jesus,

In our searching. Our enduring,

O Spirit, O Spirit

In our sharing,
Come be with us.

Journey’s ending,
Come be with us.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming strengthen us
to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH

Congregation sings verse 1 only

1 Light one candle to watch for Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.
He shall bring salvation to Israel,

God fulfills the promise.

“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”

ELW 240
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 40:1-11 Lector: Angela Jorgensen
'Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.

’Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her

that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid,

that she has received from the LorD’s hand double for all her sins.

*A voice cries out:

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LoRrD,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

“Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low;

the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.

Then the glory of the Lorp shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LorD has spoken.”

°A voice says, “Cry out!” And | said, “What shall | cry?”

All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field.

'The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lorp blows upon it;
surely the people are grass.

®The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever.

’Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings;

lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!”

'9See, the Lord Gop comes with might, and his arm rules for him;

his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.

He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms,

and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 The congregation responds with the bold (or every other) verses.
You have been gracious to your land, O LOrRD; you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.
’You have forgiven the iniquity of your people and blotted out all their sins.
®l will listen to what the Lorp God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to you.
“Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell in our land.
9Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
"IFaithfulness shall spring up from the earth,
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
“The Lorp will indeed grant prosperity, and our land will yield its increase.
*Righteousness shall go before the LorD and shall prepare for God a pathway.
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SECONG READING: 2 Peter 3:8-15a Lector: Natalie Russell
®Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a
thousand years are like one day. “The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of
slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance.
19But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a
loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is
done on it will be disclosed.

"Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be
in leading lives of holiness and godliness, “waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of
God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will
melt with fire? °*But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new
earth, where righteousness is at home.

“Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at
peace, without spot or blemish; *>*and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Savior of the Nations, Come” ELW 263
Congregation sings verse 1 only

Savior of the nations, come;

virgin's son, make here your home.

Marvel now, O heav'n and earth:

God has chosen such a birth.

GOSPEL: Mark 1:1-8
'The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
’As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,
“See, | am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;
“the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,””
“John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. >’And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins. °Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and
he ate locusts and wild honey. "He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than | is
coming after me; | am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

The Gospel of our Lord. Thanks be to God.



SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Comfort, Comfort Now My People
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Pastor Zach Johnson

ELW 256
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1 “Com - fort,com-fort now my peo - ple; tell of peace!” So says our God.
2 For the her-ald’s voice is cry - ing in the des - ert far and near,
3 Straight shall be what long was crook - ed, and the rough - er plac - es plain.
| . -
O —P F ¢ F’Zﬁ - —6 = r—
J | | | =)
7 — | — . o I
' | ! ' I | =2
n I | ! L
- % 71— : % — 1 :
@’ . A — ez 9 5 o
J e &4 & m ¢ @ ¢
o e

Com-fort those who sit in dark - ness mourn-ing un - der

sor - row’s load.

call -ing us to true re-pen - tance, since the reign of God 1is here.
Let your hearts be true and hum - ble, as  be-fits God’s ho - ly reign.
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To God’s peo - ple now pro-claim  that God’s par - don waits for them!
Oh, that warn - ing cry o - bey! Now pre - pare for God a way.
For the glo - ry of the Lord now on earth is shed a-broad,
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Tell them that their war is o - ver; God will reign in peace for-ev - er.
Val - leys, rise  to greet the Sav - ior; hills, bow down in hum-ble fa - vor.
and all flesh shall see the to - ken that God’s word is nev - er bro - ken.
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Text: Johann G. Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: FREU DICH SEHR, Trente quatre pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Assistant David Russell

Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” The assembly responds with “Hear our prayer.”

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The presiding and the assembly share a virtual sign of peace.
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
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HOLY COMMUNION

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
Spoken by the presiding minister.
It is indeed right...we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

All speak the words together.

Holy, holy, holy, Lord. Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in
the highest.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The presiding minister begins the prayer.
Holy one, the beginning and the end, the giver of life...

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

The presiding minister and the assembly speak the following words together.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread (each plate of bread may be
raised at this time), and gave thanks; broke it, and give it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me (bread plate may be
lowered).

Again, after supper, he took the cup (cup of wine/grape juice may be raised at this time), gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins. Do this for the remembrance of me (cup
of wine/grape juice may be lowered).

The presiding minister continues the Eucharistic prayer.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ had died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup...We look with hope for his coming. Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your spirit...Bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most
High, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us...

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
All are invited into a time of reflection before they receive communion. During this time, you
may prepare your hearts to receive the sacrament. Once ready, you may commune yourself
and those around you with the bread and wine/grape juice. A representative from each
household may say the following—bread: “The body of Christ given for you.” Wine/grape
juice: “The blood of Christ shed for you.”

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep in his grace,

now and forever.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
All speak the prayer together.

God for whom we wait, you come to us in the broken bread and the cup we share. Make us
ready always to welcome Christ into our hearts, and send us forth to be your people in the

world, announcing your coming among us in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION
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May Christ, the Sun of righteousness, shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before
your path. Almighty God, Father, =+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Fling Wide the Door ELW 259
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DISMISSAL
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Sav - ior of the  world who brings his great sal - va - tion
scep - ter 1is his love - li - ness; he brings our sor - rows
hum - ble plac - es where he dwells. He is the right - ful
on our sor - rows shine your face, and let your Ho - ly
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Spir - it guide our jour - ney in your grace so wide. We
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praise our God and Lord, Cre - a - tor, Spir - it, Word.
wor - ship him with song for sav - ing us from wrong.
a - tor of the world, our on - ly strength for good.
praise your ho - ly  name, from age to age the same!
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Text: Georg Weissel, 1590-1635; tr. Gracia Grindal, b. 1943

Music: MACHT HOCH DIE TUR, J. A. Freylinghausen, Geistreiches Gesangbuch, 1704; arr. hymnal version
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

“The King Shall Come” arr. by Michael Burkhardt
+++++

Calendar This Week

Today 10:00 AM Worship

Today 5:00 PM Virtual Advent Dinner
Tues 12/8/2020 7:00 PM Virtual Council Meeting
Wed 12/9/2020 11:00 AM Virtual Piano 101
Wed 12/9/2020 6:00 PM Virtual Advent Bible Study
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Thurs 12/10/2020 7:00 PM Virtual Choir Sing-a-Long
Sat 12/12/2020 9:30 AM Food Shelf Open
Sun 12/13/2020 10:00 AM Worship

Our Christmas Eve service will be virtual via Zoom and FB Live this year. We do want to
decorate the sanctuary for Christmas, so we invite you to order a poinsettia. Cost is $10 per
plant. You can mail your check to the office with “Poinsettias” in the memo line. Word has it
that “Elves” will deliver them to your home after the service, or you can arrange a drive-by
pickup at the church. Call or email the office at office@hillavenuegrace.org, and let us know if
the poinsettia is in memory of, in honor of, or dedicated to anyone, and that sentiment will be
included in our virtual Christmas Eve service bulletin.

Join us this Sunday at 10am for our Virtual Worship via Zoom!

Check in a few minutes early and hear prelude by Grace! You may also join us on Facebook
Live. We look forward to seeing your faces and worshiping together in this new format!
We will continue after our service on the same link for our fellowship time!

Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church Worship
Time: Sundays at 10:00 AM Pacific Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/95007590439?pwd=M2NmMUZCZzhMOUY0SG8xeHpxcU5RUT09
Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439

Passcode: worship

One tap mobile
+16699006833,,950075904394,,,,,,0#,,4584517# US (San Jose)
+13462487799,,950075904394,,,,,,0#,,4584517# US (Houston)

Dial by your location

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)

+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439
Passcode: 4584517



