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First Sunday in Lent
February 21, 2021

Virtual Bulletin with Holy Communion
Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church
Rev. Zachary W. Johnson, Pastor
Donna Menzies, Assistant to the Pastor, Visitation & Spiritual Care
Douglas Shabe, Director of Music
Grace Lee, Organist
Michelle Tune, Soprano

Rev. Tom Ford, Guest Pastor

Order of the Liturgy

Prelude “To You, O Lord, I Call” Robert J. Powell
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of steadfast
love, our rock and our redeemer.
Amen.

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is
full of compassion.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Fountain of living water,

pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. Rebuild what we have
ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your cleansing flood. Make us alive in the
Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and restorers of the world you so love. Amen.

Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus Christ,

the wisdom and power of God, your sins are F forgiven, and God remembers them no more.
Journey in the way of Jesus.

Amen.
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O Lord, throughout These Forty Days
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OPENING HYMN ELW 319
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Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838-1898; para. Gilbert E. Doan Jr., b. 1930
Music: CONSOLATION, A. Davisson, Kentucky Harmony, 1816; arr. Theodore A. Beck, 1929-2003
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Arr. © 1969 Concordia Publishing House.

GREETING

F !

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ; the love of God; and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and in the
wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism.
May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over us, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever.
Amen.
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FIRST READING: Genesis 9:8-17 Lector: Ralph Jung
®God said to Noah and to his sons with him, °“As for me, | am establishing my covenant with
you and your descendants after you, ‘“and with every living creature that is with you, the
birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of
the ark. *'I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the
waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” *’God said,
“This is the sign of the covenant that | make between me and you and every living creature
that is with you, for all future generations: *°I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a
sign of the covenant between me and the earth. **“When | bring clouds over the earth and the
bow is seen in the clouds, *°I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and
every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all
flesh. *®*When the bow is in the clouds, | will see it and remember the everlasting covenant
between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” ’God said to Noah,
“This is the sign of the covenant that | have established between me and all flesh that is on the
earth.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 25:1-10 The congregation responds with the bold verses.
To you, O Lorp, | lift up my soul.
’My God, | put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
’Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
“Show me your ways, O LORD, and teach me your paths.
°Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have | trusted all the day long.
°Remember, O LoRD, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting.
’Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.
®You are gracious and upright, O LorD; therefore you teach sinners in your way.
You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way.
OAll your paths, O Lorb, are steadfast love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:18-22 Lector: Katherine Johnson
'Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring
you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, *°in which also he
went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, “°who in former times did not obey,
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few,
that is, eight persons, were saved through water. “*And baptism, which this prefigured, now
saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good
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conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, “’who has gone into heaven and is at the
right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Mark 1:9-15

°In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.
'9And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit
descending like a dove on him. **And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the
Beloved; with you | am well pleased.”

2And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. **He was in the wilderness
forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.

“Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God,
>and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe
in the good news.”

The Gospel of our Lord. Thanks be to God.

SERMON "The Choice" Pastor Tom Ford
HYMN OF THE DAY Jesus Loves Me! ELW 595
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Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt.
Music: JESUS LOVES ME, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Assistant Karen DeGilio
Each petition ends with “Hear us, O God”, The assembly responds with “Your mercy is great.”

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The presiding and the assembly share a virtual sign of peace.
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

HOLY COMMUNION

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
Spoken by the presiding minister.
It is indeed right...we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

All speak the words together.

Holy, holy, holy, Lord. Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in
the highest.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The presiding minister begins the prayer.



Page 6 of 9

Holy one, the beginning and the end, the giver of life...

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

The presiding minister and the assembly speak the following words together.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread (each plate of bread may be
raised at this time), and gave thanks; broke it, and give it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me (bread plate may be
lowered).

Again, after supper, he took the cup (cup of wine/grape juice may be raised at this time), gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins. Do this for the remembrance of me (cup
of wine/grape juice may be lowered).

The presiding minister continues the Eucharistic prayer.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup...We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your spirit...Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most
High, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us...

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

All are invited into a time of reflection before they receive communion. During this time, you
may prepare your hearts to receive the sacrament. Once ready, you may commune yourself
and those around you with the bread and wine/grape juice. A representative from each
household may say the following—bread: “The body of Christ given for you.” Wine/grape
juice: “The blood of Christ shed for you.”

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep in his grace,
now and forever.

Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

All speak the prayer together.

God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of the
world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has
made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION
You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy and

beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you *F that you may be a blessing, in the
name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN I Want Jesus to Walk with Me ELW 325
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Text: African American spiritual

Music: SOJOURNER, African American spiritual; arr. hymnal version

Arr. © 2006 Augsbure Fortress,
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.
Postlude “Recessional in a Gregorian Mode” Henry Kihlken
+++++
Calendar This Week
Sun 2/21/21 10:00 AM Virtual Worship
Wed 2/24/21 7:00 PM Virtual Mid-week Lent Devotional
Sat 2/27/21 9:30 AM Food Shelf Open
Sun 2/28/21 10:00 AM Virtual Worship

Join us this Sunday at 10am for our Virtual Worship via Zoom!

Check in a few minutes early and hear prelude by Grace! You may also join us on Facebook

Live. We look forward to seeing your faces and worshiping together!
We will continue after our service on the same link for our fellowship time!

Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church Worship
Time: Sundays at 10:00 AM Pacific Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/95007590439?pwd=M2NmMmMUZCZzhMOUY0SG8xeHpxcU5RUT09
Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439

Passcode: worship

One tap mobile
+16699006833,,950075904394,,,,,,0#,,45845174# US (San Jose)
+13462487799,,950075904394,,,,,,0#,,4584517# US (Houston)

Dial by your location

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)

+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439
Passcode: 4584517
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Mid-Week

Join us on Wednesdays at 7PM for a mid-week virtual Lenten service. The service will be
offered via Zoom and Facebook Live. The Zoom link (which will be different from our regular
Sunday worship) and virtual bulletin will be emailed out.

We will be using the Holden Evening Prayer. Lead singers for this service are Anita Mork and
Doug Shabe, with Bob Menzies playing the piano.

Come join us!



