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Sixth Sunday of Easter 
May 9, 2021 

Virtual Bulletin with Holy Communion 
Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church 

Rev. Zachary W. Johnson, Pastor 
Donna Menzies, Assistant to the Pastor, Visitation & Spiritual Care 

Douglas Shabe, Director of Music 
Grace Lee, Organist 

Michelle Tune, Soprano 
 

Order of the Liturgy 
 

Prelude           “How Beautiful”                                      arr. by Lloyd Larson 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
We thank you, risen Christ… with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
OPENING HYMN                            ELW 631 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ; the love of God; and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 3 of 11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into our 
hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which 
exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48                             Lector: Anita Mork 
44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The 
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit 
had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and 
extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people 
who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 98  The congregation responds with the bold verses. 
1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done | marvelous things, 
  whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory. 
 2O LORD, you have made | known your victory, 
  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the nations. 
 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the | house of Israel; 
  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God. 
 4Shout with joy to the LORD, | all you lands; lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing.  
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 5Sing to the LORD| with the harp, with the harp and the | voice of song. 
 6With trumpets and the sound | of the horn  
  shout with joy before the | king, the LORD.  
 7Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it, the world and those who | dwell therein. 
 8Let the rivers | clap their hands, 
  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to | judge the earth. 
 9The LORD will judge the | world with righteousness  
  and the peo- | ples with equity.  
 

SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6                                             Lector: Anita Mork 
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves 
the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love 
God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his 
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God 
conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that 
conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
 

  6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but 
with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL: John 15:9-17 

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep 
my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 
and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that 
your joy may be complete. 
  12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do 
what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not 
know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to 
you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. 
And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you 
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whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may love 
one another.” 
 

The Gospel of our Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON                  Pastor Zach Johnson 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                 ELW 376 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION               Assistant Joyce Thompsen 
Each petition ends with “Hear us, O God.” The assembly responds with “Your mercy is great.” 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The presiding and the assembly share a virtual sign of peace. 
The peace of Christ be with you always.   
And also with you.     
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
PREFACE 
Spoken by the presiding minister. 
It is indeed right…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
The presiding minister begins the prayer.  
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness 
endures from age to age…Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
The presiding minister and the assembly speak the following words together. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread (each plate of bread may be 
raised at this time), and gave thanks; broke it, and give it to his disciples, saying: Take and 
eat; this is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me (bread plate may be 
lowered). 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup (cup of wine/grape juice may be raised at this time), gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins. Do this for the remembrance of me (cup 
of wine/grape juice may be lowered). 
 

The presiding minister continues the Eucharistic prayer. 
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim 
the mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

O God of resurrection and new life…Grace our table with your presence. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Reveal yourself to us…Send us forth, burning with justice, peace and love. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and 
moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us… 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All are invited into a time of reflection before they receive communion. During this time, you 
may prepare your hearts to receive the sacrament. Once ready, you may commune yourself 
and those around you with the bread and wine/grape juice. A representative from each 
household may say the following—bread: “The body of Christ given for you.” Wine/grape 
juice: “The blood of Christ shed for you.” 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep in his grace, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
All speak the prayer together. 
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger 
still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of 
all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN                 ELW 838 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISMISSAL  
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
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Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

Postlude                     “Just As I Am”                 arr. by Joel Raney   
 

+++++ 
 

Calendar This Week 

Sun 5/9/21 10:00 AM Virtual Worship – Happy Mother’s Day!! 

Tues 5/11/21 7:00 PM Virtual Council Meeting 

Wed 5/12/21 11:00 AM Piano 101 

Sat 5/15/21 9:30 AM Food Shelf Open 

Sun 5/16/21 10:00 AM Virtual Worship 

 
Join us this Sunday at 10am for our Virtual Worship via Zoom!   
 

Check in a few minutes early and hear prelude by Grace!  You may also join us on Facebook 
Live. We look forward to seeing your faces and worshiping together!   
We will continue after our service on the same link for our fellowship time!   
 

Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
 

Topic: Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church Worship 
Time: Sundays at 10:00 AM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/95007590439?pwd=M2NmMUZCZzhMOUY0SG8xeHpxcU5RUT09 
 

Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439    Passcode: worship 
 

One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,95007590439#,,,,*4584517# US (San Jose) 
+13462487799,,95007590439#,,,,*4584517# US (Houston) 
 

Dial by your location 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)           +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)           +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York)           +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
 

Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439    Passcode: 4584517 
 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-738331. All 
rights reserved. 
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May is Mental Health Awareness Month, and this past year has been especially stressful. It's good to 
take care of our bodies, our minds, and our emotions. The Bible says, "The fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control." - Gal. 5: 22, 23 

This month, take a moment to check in with yourself, acknowledge how you're feeling, and manage 
any anxiety or fear with these tips from Mental Health Ministries:  

30-30-30 rule: Every day, try to spend 30 minutes outside, 30 minutes being physically active, and 30 
minutes socializing, even if it’s just via phone or over Zoom. All these activities have been proven to 
improve your mood and mental well-being. 

If you're struggling or know someone who is, it's OK to ask for help. You can call the National Alliance 
on Mental Illness any time at 1-800-950-6264. You are not alone.  
 

 

http://www.mentalhealthministries.net/resources/covid/CopingStratagiesCovid-19.pdf

