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August 22, 2021

Virtual Bulletin with Holy Communion, Setting VI
Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church
Rev. Zachary W. Johnson, Pastor
Donna Menzies, Assistant to the Pastor, Visitation & Spiritual Care
Douglas Shabe, Director of Music
Grace Lee, Organist

Michelle Tune, Soprano

Joyce Thompsen, Assistant Minister
Angela Jorgensen, Lector

Order of the Liturgy

Prelude “Like the Murmur of the Dove's Song” by John Carter
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of

mercy.
Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our provider,

help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when they
differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own understanding rather
than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you.
Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the
world. Amen.

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By Jesus,

the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, T the bread of life,
you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.

Amen.
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OPENING HYMN
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Text: source unknown, ¢. 1757, alt.
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Music: ITALIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 1716-1796

GREETING

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ; the love of God; and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all.
And also with you.
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For this ho - ly house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gracious Lord.
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heaven-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa-ther,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct our choices and
preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is false and evil, we may live in you, through
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18

'Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the
heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. **And
Joshua said to all the people, **“Now therefore revere the LorD, and serve him in sincerity and
in faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt,
and serve the Lorp. “’Now if you are unwilling to serve the LorD, choose this day whom you
will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods
of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve
the LorD.”

*Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LoRD to serve
other gods; “/for it is the LorRD our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of
Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us
along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; **and
the LorD drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we
also will serve the Lorp, for he is our God.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM - Psalm 34:15-22 The congregation responds with the bold verses.
>The eyes of the LORD are up- | on the righteous, and God’s ears are open | to their cry.
“The face of the Lorb is against those | who do evil,
to erase the remembrance of them | from the earth.
"The righteous cry, and | the LorD hears them
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and delivers them from | all their troubles.
'“The LoRbD is near to the | brokenhearted
and saves those whose spir- | its are crushed.
“Many are the troubles | of the righteous, but the Lorp delivers them from | every one.
'God will keep safe | all their bones; not one of them | shall be broken.
LEvil will bring death | to the wicked
and those who hate the righteous | will be punished.
20 Lorp, you redeem the life | of your servants,
and those who put their trust in you will | not be punished.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 6:10-20
9Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. *'Put on the whole armor of God, so
that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. **For our struggle is not against
enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic
powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.
*Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil
day, and having done everything, to stand firm. **Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth
around your waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. >As shoes for your feet put
on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. ‘°With all of these, take the
shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one.
"Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

8Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and
always persevere in supplication for all the saints. °Pray also for me, so that when | speak, a
message may be given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, **for
which | am an ambassador in chains. Pray that | may declare it boldly, as | must speak.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: John 6:56-69
[Jesus said,] *°“Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and | in them. *"Just as
the living Father sent me, and | live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live
because of me. **This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your
ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” *°He said these
things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum.

“When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can accept
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it?” ®*But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, “Does
this offend you? ®“Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was
before? ®°It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that | have spoken to you
are spirit and life. ““But among you there are some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from
the first who were the ones that did not believe, and who was the one that would betray him.
®And he said, “For this reason | have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted

by the Father.”

®Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. °/So
Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” **Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to
whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. “®“We have come to believe and know
that you are the Holy One of God.”

The Gospel of our Lord. Thanks be to God.

Pastor Zach Johnson

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY
O Jesus, I Have Promised
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1 O Je - sus, 1 have prom-ised to serve you to the end;
2 Oh, let me feel you near me; the world is ev - er near
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nor wan - der from the path - way if you will be my guide.

but, Je - sus, then draw near - er to shield my soul from sin.
now speak and make me lis - ten, O Guard-ian of my soul.
oh, give me grace (o fol - low, my mas-ter and my friend.
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Text: John E. Bode, 1816-1874, alt.
Music: MUNICH, Neuwvermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen, 1693

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy.” The assembly responds with “Hear our prayer.”

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly share a virtual sign of peace.
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING PRAYER

All speak the prayer together.

Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of
plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be
what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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PREFACE
It is indeed right...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory...Pour out upon us the
Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and
blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory,
now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us...

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

All are invited into a time of reflection before they receive communion. During this time, you
may prepare your hearts to receive the sacrament. Once ready, you may commune yourself
and those around you with the bread and wine/grape juice. A representative from each
household may say the following—bread: “The body of Christ given for you.” Wine/grape
juice: “The blood of Christ shed for you.”

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep in his grace,
now and forever.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

All speak the prayer together.

Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you
have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.

In your name we pray. Amen.
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BENEDICTION

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, *+ be upon you now
and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Blessed Assurance ELW 638
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Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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Postlude Meditation on "How Great Thou Art" by John Carter

Today’s altar flowers are provided by John Kirk, to the glory of God and in praise of the Hill
Avenue Grace congregation.

+++++

Calendar This Week

Today 10:00 AM Virtual & In-Person Worship
Sat 8/28/21 9:30 AM Food Shelf Open
Sun 8/29/21 10:00 AM Virtual & In-Person Worship

Join us this Sunday at 10 am for our Virtual Worship via Zoom!

Check in a few minutes early and hear prelude by Grace! You may also join us on Facebook
Live. We look forward to seeing your faces and worshiping together!

Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church Worship
Time: Sundays at 10:00 AM Pacific Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/95007590439?pwd=M2NmMmMUZCZzhMOUY0SG8xeHpxcU5RUT09

Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439
Passcode: worship

One tap mobile
+16699006833,,950075904394,,,,45845174# US (San Jose)
+13462487799,,950075904394,,,,*4584517# US (Houston)

Dial by your location

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 929 436 2866 US (New York) +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)

Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439
Passcode: 4584517

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-738331. All
rights reserved.
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As we have resumed Sunday services in the sanctuary, we ask that you follow these
guidelines to ensure safety for everyone.

1. Everyone will be required to wear a mask in the sanctuary.

Everyone will be required to wear a mask while singing in the sanctuary.

We will enter the church through the glass doors on Hill Avenue.

Pews will be marked off to allow for distancing.

There will be a 1-way flow in the church: we enter through the center doors of the

narthex and exit the church down the side aisles. If you need to leave during the

service, exit down the side aisles and return down the center aisle.

6. Upon entering the narthex, you will receive hand sanitizer and a smile from the
volunteer at the door.

7. You may leave your offering in the plate inside the narthex.

8. Pick up a communion set at the table and then proceed into the sanctuary. There will
be 3 options for communion: bread and wine, bread and juice, and gluten-free bread
and wine. Only take one set for yourself. Wait for communion instructions before
opening the packet.

9. Please bring a copy of the bulletin with you to church. You may also use your phone or
tablet.

AR S N

If you have any questions, please see one of our happy volunteers on the front patio, in
the narthex, or in the sanctuary. As we transition from virtual to in person worship, we
appreciate your help in continuing to wear masks for the time being, with the health and
safety of all in mind. As Pastor Zach said, this isn't forever!

The service will still be available on Zoom and Facebook Live for those who prefer to
remain at home. If you have questions, please let our church office know. We look
forward to actually seeing you at church this Sunday!
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Your youth and congregational life team is reaching out to
all of our globe-trotters. Kick-off your summer travels with
7z a virtual S.E.T. (spending evenings together) event. Irene
@ and Kristen will be hosting but are looking for volunteers
to join their S.E.T. crew to share international travel
stories. Reach out to either Irene or Kristen to help add
destinations to our travel itinerary. Stamp your passports
with us in an evening spent traveling the world.
On Friday, August 13", we had another great SET travel night. A big shout out to
all of our tour guides.
Our first flight took us to London where Karen took us to a variety of performances
all over the city. We hopped on a flight down to the south of France where Sue
talked about how being a part of a faith community can bring you new experiences
in your travels. In France we also caught up with Kris and Dave as they walked to
Spain on the Camino Santiago de Compostela.
Gretchen and Ken then led us on a river cruise in Russia. We got to see Moscow
AND St. Petersburg in one night! The evening ended with Steve in Melbourne,
Australia where we fell in love more than once with the wonderful tales of his year
abroad.
Our next departure date has not yet been arranged but we hope to travel again
before the end of the month. Reach out to either Kristen or Irene if you have an
experience you would like to share (international travel not required). The video
recording from the latest travel flight is forthcoming.

Irene Amon - ireneamon6@agmail.com

Kristen Tarsala - kristen17317@agmail.com
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