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August 29, 2021

Virtual Bulletin with Holy Communion, Setting VI
Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church
Rev. Zachary W. Johnson, Pastor
Donna Menzies, Assistant to the Pastor, Visitation & Spiritual Care

Douglas Shabe, Director of Music

Grace Lee, Organist
Michelle Tune, Soprano

David Russell, Assistant Minister

Kyle Stewart, Lector

Order of the Liturgy

Prelude Grace Lee
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of

mercy.
Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our provider,

help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when they
differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own understanding rather
than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you.
Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the
world. Amen.

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By Jesus,

the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, T the bread of life,
you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.

Amen.
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OPENING HYMN Gather Us In ELW 532
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I Here in this place the new light is stream-ing, now is the dark - ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys-try, we are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
4 Not in the dark of build-ings con-fin - ing, not in some heav - en,
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van - ished a - way;  see in this space our  fears and our dream-ings
yearn for your face; we have been sung through-out all of his - try,
bread of new birth, here you shall call your sons and your daugh-ters,
light years a - way— here in this place the new light is shin - ing,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a-new to be salt for the earth.
now is  the king - dom, and now is the day.
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Gath-er us in, the lost and for - sak - en, gath-er wus in, the
Gath-er us 1n, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er us in, the
Give us to drink the wine of com-pas-sion, give us to eat the
Gath-er us in  and hold us for-ev - er gath-er us in and
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blind and the lame; call to us now, and we shall a - wak -en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so  meek and so low -ly.
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er us in, all peo-ples to - geth -er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ; the love of God; and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all.
And also with you.
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(Lord Have In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a - bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of
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God, and for the uni-ty of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this ho - ly house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and

—
Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gracious Lord.
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to God’s peo-ple on earth. Glo-ry to  God in the
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high - est, and peace  to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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I Lord  God, heaven-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa-ther,
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wewor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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high - est, and peace  to God’s peo-ple on earth.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures. Protect us from all
dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse us from all evil that arises from within
ourselves, that we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9
'So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that | am teaching you to observe, so
that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the Lorp, the God of your ancestors, is
giving you. “You must neither add anything to what | command you nor take away anything
from it, but keep the commandments of the LOrRD your God with which | am charging you.

®You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to the
peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and
discerning people!” 'For what other great nation has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is
whenever we call to him? °And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances as just as
this entire law that | am setting before you today?

“But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things that your
eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your life; make them known
to your children and your children’s children.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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PSALM - Psalm 15 The congregation responds with the bold verses.
'Lorp, who may dwell in your | tabernacle?
Who may abide upon your | holy hill?
“Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right,
who speak the truth | from their heart;
‘they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends;
they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor.
“In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who | fear the Lorb.
They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their word.
*They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes a- | gainst the
innocent. Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown.

SECOND READING: James 1:17-27

"Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the
Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. *°In fulfillment of
his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first
fruits of his creatures.

“You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow
to anger; ““for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. **Therefore rid yourselves of
all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted
word that has the power to save your souls.

*’But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. **For if any are
hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror;
““for they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like.
2>But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers
who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing.

’°If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts,
their religion is worthless. ?’Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this:
to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Al -le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e-ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - 1a.
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GOSPEL: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

'Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered
around [Jesus], “they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is,
without washing them. *(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly
wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; “and they do not eat anything
from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they
observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) °So the Pharisees and the scribes
asked him, “Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with
defiled hands?” °He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is
written,

‘This people honors me with their lips,

but their hearts are far from me;
’in vain do they worship me,
teaching human precepts as doctrines.’
®You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.”

““Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and
understand: “there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that
come out are what defile.”

“For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft,
murder, “’adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. **All
these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.”

The Gospel of our Lord. Thanks be to God.

SERMON Pastor Zach Johnson
HYMN OF THE DAY This Is My Father’s World ELW 824
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1 This is my Fa-ther’'s world, and to my lis-t'ning cars all
2 This is my Fa-ther’'s world; the birds their car-ols raise; the
3 This is my Fa-ther's world; oh, let me not for - get that,
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na - ture sings, and round me rings the mu - sic of the  spheres.
morn - ing light, the lil - y white, de - clare their mak - er’'s  praise.
though the wrong seems oft so strong,God is the rul - er yet.
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This is my Fa-ther's world; I rest me in the thought of

This is my Fa-ther’s world; he shines in all that’s fair. In the

This is my Fa-ther’s world, why should my heart be sad? The
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rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his hand the won-ders wrought.
rus - tling grass I hear him pass; he speaks to me ev-ry-where.
Lord is king, let heav-en ring; God reigns, let earth be glad!
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Text: Maltbie D. Babcock, 1858-1901

Music: TERRA PATRIS, Franklin L. Sheppard, 1852-1930, adapt.

FAREWELL AND GODSPEED - John Wright & Joyce Thompsen

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy.” The assembly responds with “Hear our prayer.”

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly share a virtual sign of peace.
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING PRAYER

All speak the prayer together.

Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of
plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be
what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. Amen.



HOLY COMMUNION

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, Lord God of pow-er and might,
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory...Pour out upon us the
Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and
blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory,

now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us...

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

All are invited into a time of reflection before they receive communion. During this time, you
may prepare your hearts to receive the sacrament. Once ready, you may commune yourself
and those around you with the bread and wine/grape juice. A representative from each
household may say the following—bread: “The body of Christ given for you.” Wine/grape

juice: “The blood of Christ shed for you.”

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep in his grace,

now and forever.
Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

All speak the prayer together.

Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you
have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.

In your name we pray. Amen.

BENEDICTION

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, *+ be upon you now
and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven ELW 364
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Praise, my soul, the God of heav - en; joy - ful - ly your trib-ute bring.
God  be praised for grace and fa - vor to our fore-bears in dis-tress.
Frail as sum-mer’s flow’r we flour - ish, blows the wind and it 15 gone;
An - gels sing in ad - o - ra - tion, in God’s pres-ence, face to face.
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Ran-somed, healed, re - stored, for - giv-en, ev - er - more God’s prais-es sing.
God be praised, the same for-ev - er, slow to chide and swift to bless.

but, as mor - tals rise and per-ish, God en-dures un-chang-ing on.
Sun and moon and all cre - a - tion, all who dwell in time and space.
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Al-le - Tu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Prais -es ev -er - last-ing ring!
Al-le - Tu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Glo-rious is God’s faith - ful - ness!
Al-le - Tu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Praise the great E - ter - nal One!
Al-le - Tu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Praise with us the God of grace!
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Text: Henry E Lyte, 1793-1847; alt. Walter R. Bouman, 1927-2005
Music: PRAISE, MY SOUL, John Goss, 1800-1880

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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Postlude Grace Lee

Today’s altar flowers are provided by the flower fund, to the Glory of God.

+++++

Calendar This Week

Today 10:00 AM Virtual & In-Person Worship
Sat 9/4/21 9:30 AM Food Shelf Open
Sun 9/5/21 10:00 AM Virtual & In-Person Worship

Join us this Sunday at 10 am for our Virtual Worship via Zoom!

Check in a few minutes early and hear prelude by Grace! You may also join us on Facebook
Live. We look forward to seeing your faces and worshiping together!

Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church Worship
Time: Sundays at 10:00 AM Pacific Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/95007590439?pwd=M2NmMmMUZCZzhMOUY0SG8xeHpxcU5RUT09

Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439
Passcode: worship

One tap mobile
+16699006833,,95007590439#,,,,*4584517# US (San Jose)
+13462487799,,950075904394,,,,*4584517# US (Houston)

Dial by your location

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 929 436 2866 US (New York) +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)

Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439
Passcode: 4584517

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-738331. All
rights reserved.
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As we have resumed Sunday services in the sanctuary, we ask that you follow these
guidelines to ensure safety for everyone.

1. Everyone will be required to wear a mask in the sanctuary.

Everyone will be required to wear a mask while singing in the sanctuary.

We will enter the church through the glass doors on Hill Avenue.

Pews will be marked off to allow for distancing.

There will be a 1-way flow in the church: we enter through the center doors of the

narthex and exit the church down the side aisles. If you need to leave during the

service, exit down the side aisles and return down the center aisle.

6. Upon entering the narthex, you will receive hand sanitizer and a smile from the
volunteer at the door.

7. You may leave your offering in the plate inside the narthex.

8. Pick up a communion set at the table and then proceed into the sanctuary. There will
be 3 options for communion: bread and wine, bread and juice, and gluten-free bread
and wine. Only take one set for yourself. Wait for communion instructions before
opening the packet.

9. Please bring a copy of the bulletin with you to church. You may also use your phone or
tablet.

AR S N

If you have any questions, please see one of our happy volunteers on the front patio, in
the narthex, or in the sanctuary. As we transition from virtual to in person worship, we
appreciate your help in continuing to wear masks for the time being, with the health and
safety of all in mind. As Pastor Zach said, this isn't forever!

The service will still be available on Zoom and Facebook Live for those who prefer to
remain at home. If you have questions, please let our church office know. We look
forward to actually seeing you at church this Sunday!
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Your youth and congregational life team is reaching out to
all of our globe-trotters. Kick-off your summer travels with
7z a virtual S.E.T. (spending evenings together) event. Irene
@ and Kristen will be hosting but are looking for volunteers
to join their S.E.T. crew to share international travel
stories. Reach out to either Irene or Kristen to help add
destinations to our travel itinerary. Stamp your passports
with us in an evening spent traveling the world.
On Friday, August 13", we had another great SET travel night. A big shout out to
all of our tour guides.
Our first flight took us to London where Karen took us to a variety of performances
all over the city. We hopped on a flight down to the south of France where Sue
talked about how being a part of a faith community can bring you new experiences
in your travels. In France we also caught up with Kris and Dave as they walked to
Spain on the Camino Santiago de Compostela.
Gretchen and Ken then led us on a river cruise in Russia. We got to see Moscow
AND St. Petersburg in one night! The evening ended with Steve in Melbourne,
Australia where we fell in love more than once with the wonderful tales of his year
abroad.
Our next departure date has not yet been arranged but we hope to travel again
before the end of the month. Reach out to either Kristen or Irene if you have an
experience you would like to share (international travel not required). The video
recording from the latest travel flight is forthcoming.

Irene Amon - ireneamon6@agmail.com

Kristen Tarsala - kristen17317@agmail.com
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