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September 5, 2021

Virtual Bulletin with Holy Communion, Setting VI
Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church
Rev. Zachary W. Johnson, Pastor
Donna Menzies, Assistant to the Pastor, Visitation & Spiritual Care
Douglas Shabe, Director of Music
Grace Lee, Organist
Michelle Tune, Soprano
Bob Menazies, Assistant Minister
Lija Kalejs, Lector

Order of the Liturgy
Prelude Meditation on "The Lord's My Shepherd”  arr. by Mary McDonald

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and
whose love is endless.
Amen.

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God our comforter:

like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. We turn our
faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed.
Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your
love to love our neighbors as ourselves. Amen.

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

By the gift of grace in = Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous.
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.

Amen.
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OPENING HYMN Praise to the Lord, the Almighty ELW 858
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I Praise to the Lord, the Al - might-y, the King of cre -a -  tion!

2 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is won-drous-ly reign - ing

3 Praise to the Lord, who will pros-per your work and de - fend you;

4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me a - dore him!
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O my soul, praise him, for is your health and sal - va -  tion!
and, as on wings of an ea - gle, up - lift - ing,sus-tain - ing.
sure-ly his good-ness and mer - cy shall dai - ly at - tend you.
All that has life and breath, come now with prais - es be - fore him!
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Let all who hear now  to his tem - ple draw near,
Have you not seen all  that i1s need - ful has been
Pon - der a - new what the Al-might - y can do
Let the a - men sound from his peo - ple a - gain.
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join - ing in glad ad - o - ra - tion!
sent by his gra - cious or - dain - ing?
if with his  love he be - friend you.
Glad - ly for - ev - er a - dore him!
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Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: LOBE DEN HERREN, Ernewerten Gesangbuch, PartI1, Stralsund, 1665

GREETING

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ; the love of God; and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all.
And also with you.
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(Lord Have In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a - bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of
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God, and for the uni-ty of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this ho - ly house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and

—
Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gracious Lord.
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Glo-ry to God in the high - est, and peace
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to God’s peo-ple on earth. Glo-ry to  God in the



9 i | i : Page 4 of 12
=1 e
J hd —

high - est, and peace  to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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I Lord  God, heaven-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa-ther,
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wewor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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high - est, and peace  to God’s peo-ple on earth.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and death into life.
Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a people ready to proclaim your
promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:4-7a
“Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will
come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.”

°Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; “then the
lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break
forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; "°the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM - Psalm 146 The congregation responds with the bold verses.

'Hal- | lelujah! Praise the Lorp, | O my soul!

’I will praise the LorD as long | as | live; | will sing praises to my God while | | have my being.
*Put not your | trust in rulers, in mortals in whom there | is no help.

“When they breathe their last, they re- | turn to earth,
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and in that day | their thoughts perish.
*Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help,
whose hope is in the | LorD their God;
*who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them;
who keeps promis- | es forever;
’who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger.
The LoRrD sets the | captive free.
“The LorD opens the eyes of the blind; the Lorp lifts up those who | are bowed down;
the LorD| loves the righteous.
°The LoRrD cares | for the stranger;
the LoRD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of the wicked.
'“The Lorp shall | reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: James 2:1-10 [11-13] 14-17

'My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord
Jesus Christ? “For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and
if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, *and if you take notice of the one wearing the
fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand
there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” “have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become
judges with evil thoughts? °Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the
poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to
those who love him? °But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is
it not they who drag you into court? ’Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that
was invoked over you?

®You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” “But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law
as transgressors. '’For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become
accountable for all of it. [*'For the one who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said,
“You shall not murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery but if you murder, you have
become a transgressor of the law. “So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the
law of liberty. “*For judgment will be without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy;
mercy triumphs over judgment.]

““What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works?
Can faith save you? “If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, ‘°and one of you says
to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily
needs, what is the good of that? *’So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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You have the words of e-ter - nal life. Al-le-1lu - 1a.

GOSPEL: Mark 7:24-37

““IJesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want
anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice,”’but a woman whose little
daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down
at his feet. “°Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast
the demon out of her daughter. ’He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair
to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” “°But she answered him, “Sir, even the
dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” “’Then he said to her, “For saying that, you
may go—the demon has left your daughter.” *°So she went home, found the child lying on the
bed, and the demon gone.

*'Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of
Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. *’They brought to him a deaf man who had an
impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. **He took him aside in
private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his
tongue. **Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be
opened.” *And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke
plainly. **Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more
zealously they proclaimed it. *’They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done
everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”

The Gospel of our Lord. Thanks be to God.

SERMON Pastor Zach Johnson
HYMN OF THE DAY Healer of Our Every Il ELW 612
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give us peace be - yond our fear, and hope be-yond our sor - row.
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I You who know our fears and sad - ness, grace us with your
2 In the pain and joy be - hold - ing how  your grace is
3 Give us strength to love each oth - er, ev - ry sis - fter,

4 You who know each  thought and feel - ing, teach us all your
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peace and glad-ness; Spir-it of all com-fort, fill our hearts.
still  un-fold-ing, give us all your vi - sion, God of love.

ev - 1y broth-er; Spir-it of all kind-ness, be our guide.
way of heal-ing; Spir-it of com-pas-sion, fill each  heart.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: HEALER OF OUR EVERY ILL, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S, Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442,3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy.” The assembly responds with “Hear our prayer.”

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The presiding minister and the assembly share a virtual sign of peace.
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

OFFERING PRAYER

All speak the prayer together.

God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from
the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering of our
lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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PREFACE
It is indeed right...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory...Pour out upon us the
Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and
blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory,
now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us...

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

All are invited into a time of reflection before they receive communion. During this time, you
may prepare your hearts to receive the sacrament. Once ready, you may commune yourself
and those around you with the bread and wine/grape juice. A representative from each
household may say the following—bread: “The body of Christ given for you.” Wine/grape
juice: “The blood of Christ shed for you.”

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep in his grace,
now and forever.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

All speak the prayer together.

Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of
salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the abundance
of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The holy Trinity,
one God, bless you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN

O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate
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As once you wel-comed thosecast down and
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ev ry hu-man pain.
healed the sick, the blind,

O Chrst,cre - ate new heartsin us that beat  in time with yours,
O Love that made the dis- tant stars, yel marks the spar-row’s fall,
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whose arms stretched wideup - on a cross em - brace and bear us all:
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Lord, join our hearts with those who weep that none may weep a - lone,
We arec your bod -y, ris - en Christ; our hearts, our hands we yield
come, make your church a  ser - vant church that walks your ser-vant ways,
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and help us  bear an - oth-er’s pain as though it were our own.
that through our life and min-is - try your love may be re - vealed.
whose deeds of  love rise up to you, a sac - ri-fice of praise!
—~ Py r i iz

-

IR S

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923

Music: ELLACOMBE, German melody, 18th cent.; adapt. X. L. Hartig, Melodien zum Mainzer (;esangbucke 1833
Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358,
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude O Jesus, King Most Wonderful arr. by Dale Wood
Today'’s altar flowers are provided by the flower fund, to the Glory of God.

+++++

Calendar This Week

Today 10:00 AM Virtual & In-Person Worship
Sat 9/11/21 9:30 AM Food Shelf Open
Sun 9/12/21 10:00 AM Virtual & In-Person Worship

Join us this Sunday at 10 am for our Virtual Worship via Zoom!

Check in a few minutes early and hear prelude by Grace! You may also join us on Facebook
Live. We look forward to seeing your faces and worshiping together!

Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church Worship
Time: Sundays at 10:00 AM Pacific Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/95007590439?pwd=M2NmMmMUZCZzhMOUY0SG8xeHpxcU5RUT09

Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439
Passcode: worship

One tap mobile
+16699006833,,950075904394,,,,45845174# US (San Jose)
+13462487799,,950075904394,,,,*4584517# US (Houston)

Dial by your location

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 929 436 2866 US (New York) +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)

Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439
Passcode: 4584517

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-738331. All
rights reserved.
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As we have resumed Sunday services in the sanctuary, we ask that you follow these
guidelines to ensure safety for everyone.

1.

We ask that everyone wear a mask while in the sanctuary, including during worshiping
and singing.
We will enter the church through the glass doors on Hill Avenue.

3. Pews will be marked off to allow for distancing.
4. There will be a 1-way flow in the church: we enter through the center doors of the

narthex and exit the church down the side aisles. If you need to leave during the
service, exit down the side aisles and return down the center aisle.

Upon entering the narthex, you will receive hand sanitizer and a smile from the
volunteer at the door.

You may leave your offering in the plate inside the narthex.

Pick up a communion set at the table and then proceed into the sanctuary. There will
be 3 options for communion: bread and wine, bread and juice, and gluten-free bread
and wine. Only take one set for yourself. Wait for communion instructions before
opening the packet.

Please bring a copy of the bulletin with you to church. You may also use your phone or
tablet.

If you have any questions, please see one of our happy volunteers on the front patio, in
the narthex, or in the sanctuary. As we transition from virtual to in person worship, we
appreciate your help in continuing to wear masks for the time being, with the health and
safety of all in mind. As Pastor Zach said, this isn't forever!

The service will still be available on Zoom and Facebook Live for those who prefer to
remain at home. If you have questions, please let our church office know. We look
forward to actually seeing you at church this Sunday!



Join Us for God’s Work, Our Hands and Rally Day

Hard to believe that autumn is already here!l And yet here we are, at the start
of September, and that means one thing: it's time for Hill Avenue to celebrate
Rally Day and God's Work, Our Hands.

Typically, Rally Day marks the start of a = “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday

new Sunday School season while ' '
God's Work, Our Hands Sunday is ‘k ( ‘k
day where we perform acts of service

within the community. This year, the 4‘ 'ul' . A o 'ul-
Youth and Congregational Life 1‘"‘ é‘ 'ﬂT é
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combining these into a new event. On
Sunday, September 26th at 1:00 PM,
we'll host a joint event so our
congregation can gather and perform
works of service together in community
and fellowship. What a great way to
kick off the year!

That's not the only change 2021 brings. We'll also be partnering with Trinity
Lutheran Church here in Pasadena and Christ the Shepard Church in Altadena.
This way, we can pool our resources to ensure we have more workers and more
hands collaborating to accomplish even more. Plus, this is a great opportunity
to build relationships across congregations within our community.

Keep your eyes peeled for more details as the day draws nearer. But in the
meanwhile, mark your calendars for Sunday, September 26th and we'll see you
there.

Sincerely,
The Community Ministries and Youth and Congregational Life Committees



