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Baptism of Our Lord 
January 8, 2023 

Virtual Bulletin with Holy Communion, Setting III 
Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church 

Rev. Tom Ford, Guest Pastor 
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Douglas Shabe, Director of Music 
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Kate Radford, Soloist 

Steve Rose, Assistant Minister 
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Order of the Liturgy 
 

Prelude         “You Are My All in All”           arr.  Carol Tornquist 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things new, whose mercy endures 
forever. 
Amen. 
 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves. We have not practiced 
your righteousness. Our hearts have turned away from you. For the sake of the world you so 
love, forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another for the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new things I now declare.” 

God’s mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.hillavenuegrace.org/
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OPENING HYMN                  ELW 448 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ; the love of God; and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
(Lord Have 
Mercy) 
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CANTICLE 
OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed 
him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be 
your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 42:1-9                                      
1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
 I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
2He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; 
3a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 
  he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
4He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth; 
  and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 
 

5Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
  who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
 who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: 
6I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 
 I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, 
 7to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
  from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
8I am the LORD, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. 
9See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; 
 before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



Page 5 of 12 

PSALM: Psalm 29  The congregation responds with the bold verses. 

 1Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength. 
 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name;  
  worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness. 
 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 
  the LORD is upon the | mighty waters.  
 4The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice; the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor.  
 5The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees; the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 
 6the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 
 7The voice | of the LORD bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 
 8The voice of the LORD| shakes the wilderness;  
  the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh. 
 9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare. 
  And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!” 
 10The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood;  
  the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 
 11O LORD, give strength | to your people; give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace.  
 

SECOND READING: Acts 10:34-43                           
34Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows 
no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable 
to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus 
Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after 
the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 
and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the 
devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third 
day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us 
to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living 
and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    
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GOSPEL: Matthew 3:13-17 
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John would 
have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But 
Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up 
from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
 

The Gospel of our Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON          "The White Cross Lifted”        Guest Pastor Tom Ford 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                 ELW 304 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Page 7 of 12 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                      
Each petition ends with “Merciful God”. The assembly responds with “receive our prayer.” 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE - The presiding and the assembly share a virtual sign of peace. 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

OFFERING  
 

OFFERTORY    “The Trumpets Sound, the Angles Sing”          ELW 531, vs 1  
The trumpets sound, the angels sing, the feast is ready to begin. 
The gates of heav’n are open wide, and Jesus welcomes you inside. 
Sing with thankfulness songs of pure delight. 
Come and revel in heaven’s love and light. 
Take your place at the table of the King. 
The feast is ready to begin; the feast is ready to begin. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER - All speak the prayer together. 
Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. Receive these 
offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and shape us as people of 
your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 
Amen. 
  

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 8 of 12 

It is indeed right…we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy one, the beginning and the end, the giver of life...Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

With this bread and cup we remember your Word…We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit…Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

All praise and glory are yours…one God, now and forever.   
Amen. 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us… 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven 
      hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
      thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
  

LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All are invited into a time of reflection before they receive communion. During this time, you 
may prepare your hearts to receive the sacrament. Once ready, you may commune yourself 
and those around you with the bread and wine/grape juice. A representative from each 
household may say the following—bread: “The body of Christ given for you.” Wine/grape 
juice: “The blood of Christ shed for you.” 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep in his grace, 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION - All speak the prayer together. 

Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. 
Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you.  Amen. 
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod ☩ bless, strengthen, 
and uphold you, today and always. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN                  ELW 310 
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DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude     “Now Thank We All Our God”          Paul Manz   
 

This week’s altar flowers are given to the Glory of God. 
 

+++++ 

Calendar This Week 

Every Sunday 10:00 AM Virtual & In-Person Worship 

Thurs 1/12/23 7:00 PM Choir Practice 

Sat 1/14/23 9:30 AM Food Shelf Open 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Pastor Zach will be out starting Wednesday, December 14th. We send Pastor and Kristin 
positive thoughts and prayers for a speedy recovery from their kidney operations - Kristin is a 
donor, and Pastor is a recipient! We will have visiting pastors while Pastor Zach recovers from 
his kidney transplant.  
 

Pastor Zach has a blog which will be kept up to date as to how he and Kristin are doing, in 
their recovery, etc. Thank you for your continued prayers! If you’d like to follow along on the 
blog it can be found at https://transplantedpastor.blogspot.com/ 
 

We thank Pastor Tom Ford for filling in this week!! 
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The 2023 Offering books are now available. If you received one last year, please look for your 
book in the narthex, or contact the office to arrange for pickup or delivery. If you’d like an 
Offering book for 2023, contact the office and a book will find its way to you!! 
 

This year’s Stewardship drive is underway. Please help us prepare our 2023 budget by 

completing the pledge card sent to you via email or regular mail and return it in the offering 

plate or sending it to the church office. Please contact the church office if you need a pledge 

form. Thank you for your continued support of this special place we call HAGL!! 
  

The St OIaf choir will be performing the 2023 Winter Concert at the First United Methodist 
Church on Colorado on Wednesday, February 1, 2023. Ticket information can be found at 
stolaf.edu/tickets or by calling 800-363-5487. 
 

Dedicate Altar Flowers. There are still a few slots available for the upcoming months to 
sponsor the Altar Flowers. Cost is $70 for the twin arrangements or sign up for just a single. 
Contact the office to add your name to the calendar. 
 
 Join us this Sunday at 10 AM for our Virtual Worship via Zoom!   

Check in a few minutes early and hear the prelude!  You may also join us on Facebook Live. 
We look forward to seeing your faces and worshiping together!   
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/95007590439?pwd=M2NmMUZCZzhMOUY0SG8xeHpxcU5RUT09 
Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439       Passcode: worship 
 

One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,95007590439#,,,,*4584517# US (San Jose) 
+13462487799,,95007590439#,,,,*4584517# US (Houston) 
 

Dial by your location 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)           +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York)           +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
 

Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439      Passcode: 4584517 
 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-738331. All  
rights reserved. 
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We ask that you follow these guidelines to ensure safety for everyone.  

1. We ask that everyone wear a mask while in the sanctuary, including during worshiping 
and singing. 

2. Pick up a communion set at the table and then proceed into the sanctuary.  There will 

be 3 options for communion: bread and wine, bread and juice, and gluten-free bread 

and wine.  Only take one set for yourself. Wait for communion instructions before 

opening the packet. 

If you have any questions, please see one of our happy volunteers on the front patio, in 
the narthex, or in the sanctuary.  
 

The service will still be available on Zoom and Facebook Live for those who prefer to 
remain at home.  If you have questions, please let our church office know.  We look 
forward to actually seeing you at church this Sunday! 


