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Fifth Sunday in Lent
March 26, 2023

Virtual Bulletin with Holy Communion, Setting IV
Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church

Rev. Zachary W. Johnson, Pastor
Donna Menzies, Assistant to the Pastor, Visitation & Spiritual Care
Douglas Shabe, Director of Music
Hannah Lee, Organist
Kate Radford, Soprano
David Russell, Assistant Minister
Sue Rose, Lector

Order of the Liturgy

Prelude “Above All” arr. Bill Wolaver

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and sustains us
with the gift of grace. Amen.

Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s mercy.

Holy God,

we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy
word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather than steward your
creation; we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear over compassion.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in your way of life. Amen.

Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all may

receive life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, I forgives you in
Christ’s name, and revives you in the Spirit’s power. Amen.
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Text: John Bowring, 1792-1872
Music: RATHBUN, Ithamar Conkey, 1815-1867

GREETING
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The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ; the love of God; and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal - vation,
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us
the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in
righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14

'The hand of the LorD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LorD and set
me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. “He led me all around them; there were
very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. *He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones
live?” | answered, “O Lord Gob, you know.” “Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones,
and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LorD. “Thus says the Lord Gob to these
bones: | will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. °l will lay sinews on you, and will
cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall
live; and you shall know that | am the Lorp.”

’So | prophesied as | had been commanded; and as | prophesied, suddenly there was a
noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. ?| looked, and there were
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no
breath in them. “Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to
the breath: Thus says the Lord Gob: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon
these slain, that they may live.” '°I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came
into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

“"Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” *’Therefore prophesy, and
say to them, Thus says the Lord Gob: | am going to open your graves, and bring you up from
your graves, O my people; and | will bring you back to the land of Israel. **And you shall know
that | am the LoRD, when | open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people.
1 will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and | will place you on your own soil; then
you shall know that |, the LorD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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PSALM: Psalm 130 The congregation responds with the bold verses.

'Out ! of the depths | cry to | you, O Lorb;

’0 Lorp, | hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my ! supplication.

°If you were to keep watch ! over sins, O Lorp, ! who could stand?

“Yet with you ! is forgiveness, in order that you | may be feared.

°| wait for you, O LorD; ! my soul waits;in your word ! is my hope.

®My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch ! for the morning,
more than those who keep watch ! for the morning.

’0 Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the Lorp there is | steadfast love;
with the LoRD there is plen- ! teous redemption.

°For the Lorp shall | redeem Israel from ! all their sins.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:6-11

°To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 'For
this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—
indeed it cannot, *and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. *°But if Christ is in you,
though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. *!If the Spirit
of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will
give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: John 11:1-45
'Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha.
’Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her
brother Lazarus was ill. °So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.”
“But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s
glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” >Accordingly, though Jesus loved
Martha and her sister and Lazarus, °after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days
longer in the place where he was.

'Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” *The disciples said to him,
“Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” °Jesus
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answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not
stumble, because they see the light of this world. °But those who walk at night stumble,
because the light is not in them.” *'After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has
fallen asleep, but | am going there to awaken him.” **The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has
fallen asleep, he will be all right.” *Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but
they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. “Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is
dead. “°For your sake | am glad | was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”
*Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may
die with him.”

“When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. ‘**“Now
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, ‘“and many of the Jews had come to
Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. °When Martha heard that Jesus was
coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. **Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if
you had been here, my brother would not have died. ’But even now | know that God will give
you whatever you ask of him.” **Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” *Martha said
to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” *°Jesus said to her, “I
am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live,
’and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” ?/She said to
him, “Yes, Lord, | believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the
world.”

2When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately,
“The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” “?’And when she heard it, she got up quickly and
went to him. *°Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where
Martha had met him. *'The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get
up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb
to weep there. **When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said
to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” **When Jesus saw her
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and
deeply moved. **He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.”
*>Jesus began to weep. *°So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” *’But some of them said,
“Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

*Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying
against it. *°Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him,
“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” “°Jesus said to her, “Did |
not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” “!So they took away the
stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, | thank you for having heard me. **I knew
that you always hear me, but | have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that
they may believe that you sent me.” “*When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice,
“Lazarus, come out!” ““The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth,
and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”
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“>Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did,

believed in him.
The Gospel of our Lord. Thanks be to God.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY What Wondrous Love Is This

Pastor Zach Johnson

I'll sing on;
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Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt.

Music: WONDROUS LOVE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Paul J. Christiansen, 1914-1997, alt.
Arr. ©@ 1955 Augsburg Publishing House. admin. Augsburg Fortress.

ELW 666
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APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends with “Merciful God,” The assembly responds with “receive our prayer.”

SHARING OF THE PEACE - The presiding and the assembly share a virtual sign of peace.
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING
OFFERTORY "I Caused Thy Grief" - Paul Manz

OFFERING PRAYER - All speak the prayer together.

God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful service
for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour out
your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING ,’?

The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right...we praise your name and join their unending hymn.
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, O God of the universe.....With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s
Passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread
and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. Come Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread...Send us forth, burning with justice, peace
and love. Come Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and
moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

[ I | | I

gi_ = Illidlai

LAMB OF GOD :

!
|
]
7"

===

g AN

LG§>~:D
[ YR
q
L THN

=

=

3 |
4 |
r I

[#

I. i_l | | | | | I r 4 |

T 7

L 108
N

=

o
a L

us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the world; have



Page 9 of 13

0 & . . |
A e
L E——- Lo 7 C——— j ———

J | — | ' L

mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the
0 & .
p — — ! | T ! 5 —
i — | y aa— ] | P —— I
7 e | = [#) & [+ 10 .y | I I
Mﬁ—ﬂ“—i 1 hd Ty ()
J ! 1 ~—~ -
sin of the world; grant us peace, grant  us  peace.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

All are invited into a time of reflection before they receive communion. During this time, you
may prepare your hearts to receive the sacrament. Once ready, you may commune yourself
and those around you with the bread and wine/grape juice. A representative from each
household may say the following—bread: “The body of Christ given for you.” Wine/grape
juice: “The blood of Christ shed for you.”

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep in his grace,
now and forever. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION - All speak the prayer together.

Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes of our
hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch the
world with your love. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for the journey.
Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, * bless you this day and always. Amen.
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Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956
Music: CRUCTFER, Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947
Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188, All rights reserved, Used by permission,
DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Postlude “Andante in E Major” A. Guilmant

This week’s altar flowers are dedicated by Karen DeGilio
to the Glory of God for all His blessings!

+++++
Calendar This Week
Every Sunday 10:00 AM Virtual & In-Person Worship Service
Wed 3/29/23 10:00 AM Bible Study in the Chapel
Wed 3/29/23 7:00 PM Mid-Week Lent Virtual & In-Person Service
Thurs 3/30/23 7:00 PM Virtual Bible Study
Thurs 3/30/23 7:00 PM Choir Practice
Sat 4/1/23 9:30 AM Food Shelf Open
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Property Cleanup — We will be cleaning out the 2nd floor of the Education building in
preparation for possible rental space. We need help removing old items, gathering items for
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give-away, changing light bulbs, cleaning, plastering, painting, etc. Can’t help with the physical
cleanup but want to help? Sponsor an activity! Contact Dave Cuatt to help out!

Bible Study is back with 2 opportunities to participate: Wednesdays at 10 AM in the chapel &
Thursdays at 7 PM via Zoom. Contact Pastor for the zoom link at Pastor@hillavenuegrace.org

We will have Mid-week Lent services at 7 PM through March 29, both in person and available
via Zoom and FB live. We hope you will join us as we welcome the season of Lent and prepare
to journey through Lent to the joy of Easter. The theme for Lent this year will be: "Living Out
Our Baptismal Promises". Mid-week Lent worship will focus on the 5 baptismal promises
made when we affirm our baptisms. Watch for the devotional “Water & Spirit” in the narthex
and pick up a copy, or contact the office for a copy.

We will be using the Holden Evening Prayer for the mid-week Lent services. We will also have
a short bulletin which will include the theme of the day, the reading of the day, and the hymn
of the day.

Upcoming Events:

Midweek Lent services—Wednesdays through Wednesday, March 29
Palm Sunday—April 2, Virtual & In-Person Worship Service at 10 AM
Maundy Thursday—April 6, Virtual & In-Person Worship Service at 7 PM
Good Friday—April 7, Virtual & In-Person Worship Service at 7 PM
Easter Vigil — April 8, at Trinity Lutheran Church at 7 PM

Easter Sunday—April 9, Virtual & In-Person Worship Service at 10 AM

If you’d like to participate in the Easter Virgil, Trinity is looking for helpers to read scripture or
sing with the choir. Let Pastor Zach know, and he’ll contact Pastor Richter.

Join us this Sunday at 10 AM for our Virtual Worship via Zoom!
Check in a few minutes early and hear the prelude! You may also join us on Facebook Live.
We look forward to seeing your faces and worshiping together!

Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/95007590439?pwd=M2NmMUZCZzhMOUY0SG8xeHpxcU5RUT09
Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439 Passcode: worship

One tap mobile
+16699006833,,950075904394,,,,45845174# US (San Jose)
+13462487799,,950075904394#,,,,4584517# US (Houston)

Dial by your location
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 929 436 2866 US (New York) +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)


mailto:Pastor@hillavenuegrace.org
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Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439 Passcode: 4584517

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-738331. All
rights reserved.

We ask that you follow these guidelines to ensure safety for everyone.

1. We ask that everyone wear a mask while in the sanctuary, including during worshiping
and singing.

2. Pick up a communion set at the table and then proceed into the sanctuary. There will
be 3 options for communion: bread and wine, bread and juice, and gluten-free bread
and wine. Only take one set for yourself. Wait for communion instructions before
opening the packet.

If you have any questions, please see one of our happy volunteers on the front patio, in
the narthex, or in the sanctuary.

The service will still be available on Zoom and Facebook Live for those who prefer to
remain at home. If you have questions, please let our church office know. We look
forward to actually seeing you at church this Sunday!
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EASTER LILIES

We will decorate our sanctuary for Easter!
If you wish to purchase an Easter Lily plant, please complete the following form and place it AND your check
(made payable to Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran) in an envelope and place it in the offering basket or mail it to

the church office.

Please mark your checks for EASTER LILIES in the memo line. The cost per plant will be $15.00.

Please complete the following form by Wednesday, April 5th. That is the absolute deadline. Thank you!

| am donating S for the following:

In memory of:

In honor of:

In thanksgiving for:

Other:

Given by: (Please list names as you want them to appear in the bulletin)

Envelope Number
Questions? Please call the church office at 626-792-4169

or email to office@hillavenuegrace.org



