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Fourth Sunday of Easter 
April 30, 2023 

Virtual Bulletin, Setting III 
Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church 

Rev. Zachary W. Johnson, Pastor 
Donna Menzies, Assistant to the Pastor, Visitation & Spiritual Care 

Douglas Shabe, Director of Music 
Bob Menzies, Organist 
Kate Radford, Soprano 

Angela Jorgensen, Assistant Minister 
Lija Kalejs, Lector 

Irene Amon, Guest Preacher 
 

Order of the Liturgy 
 

Prelude      "All Earth is Hopeful"                arr. Nance Raabe 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, by whose hand we are given new birth, by whose 
speaking we are given new life.  
Amen. 
  

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, and supported 
as citizens of the new creation. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. Holy God, 
holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the everlasting wellspring. 
In mercy and might you have freed us from death and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the 
dead. In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, and in them we are born anew. 
  

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for waters that wash us 
clean, quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures. Praise to you for the life-giving 
water of baptism, the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation. 
Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. Empower our witness to your 
resurrection. Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. 
  

Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. Where drought dries the earth, bring 
refreshment. Where despair prevails, grant hope. Where chaos reigns, bring peace. 
We ask this through Christ, who with you and the Spirit reigns forever.  
Amen. 
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 OPENING HYMN                  ELW 369 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ; the love of God; and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
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CANTICLE 
OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the valleys 
of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast 
prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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FIRST READING: Acts 2:42-47                
42[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and the prayers. 
 43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the 
apostles. 44All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell 
their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, 
as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food 
with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And 
day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 23  The congregation responds with the bold verses. 

 1The LORD| is my shepherd; I shall not | be in want. 
 2The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures   and leads me be- | side still waters. 
 3You restore my | soul, O LORD, and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.  
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever. 
 

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:19-25                                  
19It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. 20If you 
endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you 
do right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval. 21For to this you have been called, because 
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 
 22“He committed no sin, 
  and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he 
entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the 
cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been 
healed. 25For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd 
and guardian of your souls. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL: John 10:1-10 
[Jesus said:] 1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but 
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters by the gate is the 
shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. 
He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he 
goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5They will not 
follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of 
strangers.” 6Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he 
was saying to them. 
 7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who 
came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate. 
Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10The thief 
comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it 
abundantly.” 
 

The Gospel of our Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON               Guest Preacher Irene Amon 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                 ELW 581 
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NICENE CREED 
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
      of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
      God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
      begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
      For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
            was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
            For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
            On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
            he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
            He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
            and his kingdom will have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
      who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
      who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
      who has spoken through the prophets.  
      We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
      We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
      We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                          
Each petition ends with “Hear us, O God.” The assembly responds with “your mercy is great.” 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE - The presiding minister & the assembly share a virtual sign of peace. 
The peace of Christ be with you always.   And also with you.     
 

OFFERING  
  

OFFERTORY     
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OFFERING PRAYER - All speak the prayer together. 

Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
      your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 

The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit to 
live in the new creation. Amen. 
  

SENDING HYMN                 ELW 389 
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DISMISSAL  
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  
 

Postlude                                Bob Menzies 
 

Altar flowers are given by Fred Garcia & Anita Mork to the glory of God 
 and in celebration of our wedding anniversary. 

 

+++++ 
 

Calendar This Week 

Every Sunday 10:00 AM Virtual & In-Person Worship Service 

Thurs 5/4/23 7:00 PM Choir Practice 

Sat 5/6/23 9:30 AM Food Shelf Open 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Bible Study classes offered with 2 opportunities to participate: Wednesdays at 10 AM in the 
chapel and at 7 PM via Zoom. Contact Pastor for the zoom link at Pastor@hillavenuegrace.org 
 

Pastor Zach will be on vacation from April 24—May 5.  
No bible study on 4/26 or 5/3. 
 

Congratulations to our newest Confirmands! David Parks and Zoe Watts participated in a 
private confirmation ceremony on Sunday, April 23rd. 
 

Property Cleanup – We will be cleaning out the 2nd floor of the Education building in 
preparation for possible rental space. We need help removing old items, gathering items for 
give-away, changing light bulbs, cleaning, plastering, painting, etc. Can’t help with the physical 
cleanup but want to help? Sponsor an activity! Contact Dave Cuatt to help out! 
 

The Hill Avenue Grace Food Shelf needs volunteers! We’re looking for new, friendly faces to 
help distribute food on Saturday mornings from 9:30 – 11:30 AM. You can help out as often or 

mailto:Pastor@hillavenuegrace.org
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as little as you want. If you’re open to hearing more, please contact Angela Jorgensen at 
foodshelf@hillavenuegrace.org 
 

The 2023 Southwest California Synod Assembly will be held on June 2-3, 2023 at California 
Lutheran University in Thousand Oaks with the theme "Caring for the Body of Christ". We are 
still looking for 1 member to be a delegate representing HAGL at this year’s meeting. 
Registration is due by May 2nd. You can attend in person, and stay in the CLU dorms at a price 
lower than the local hotels, or attend and vote via Zoom. Contact the office for more details or 
to let us know you’d like to attend! 
  

Join us this Sunday at 10 am for our Virtual Worship via Zoom!   
Check in a few minutes early and hear prelude!  You may also join us on Facebook Live. We 
look forward to seeing your faces and worshiping together!   
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/95007590439?pwd=M2NmMUZCZzhMOUY0SG8xeHpxcU5RUT09 
Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439   Passcode: worship 
 

One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,95007590439#,,,,*4584517# US (San Jose) 
+13462487799,,95007590439#,,,,*4584517# US (Houston) 
 

Dial by your location 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)           +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York)           +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
 
Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439   Passcode: 4584517 
 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-738331. All 
rights reserved. 
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We are back to joining at the altar for communion. We will be going up the center aisle 
and returning down the side aisles. If you are not comfortable with that, pick up a 
communion set at the table in the narthex and then proceed into the sanctuary.  There will 
be 3 options for communion: bread and wine, bread and juice, and gluten-free bread and 
wine.  Only take one set for yourself. Wait for communion instructions before opening the 
packet. 
 

The service will still be available on Zoom and Facebook Live for those who prefer to 
remain at home.  If you have questions, please let our church office know.  We look 
forward to actually seeing you at church this Sunday! 

 


