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15th Sunday after Pentecost 
September 10, 2023 

Virtual Bulletin with Holy Communion, Setting X 
Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church 

Rev. Garry Mohr, Guest Pastor 
Donna Menzies, Assistant to the Pastor, Visitation & Spiritual Care 

Douglas Shabe, Director of Music 
Hannah Lee, Organist 
Kate Radford, Soloist 

Anita Mork, Assistant Minister 
Lija Kalejs, Lector 

 

Order of the Liturgy 
 

Prelude                  “His Eye Is on the Sparrow”            arr. Cindy Berry 
   

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
  

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
  

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
  

Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the 
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to 
you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may 
live in your hearts through faith.  Amen. 

http://www.hillavenuegrace.org/
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OPENING HYMN                  ELW 441 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ; the love of God; and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.   
And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
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CANTICLE 
OF PRAISE 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, 
we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that 
gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 33:7-11                                      
7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word 
from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, 
you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the 
wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn 
the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die 
in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 
 

 10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and 
our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” 11Say to 
them, As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the 
wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will 
you die, O house of Israel? 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 119:33-40  The congregation responds with the bold verses. 
33Teach me, O LORD, the way | of your statutes, and I shall keep it | to the end. 
34Give me understanding, and I shall | keep your teaching; I shall keep it with | all my heart. 
35Lead me in the path of | your commandments, for that is | my desire. 
36Incline my heart to | your decrees    and not to | unjust gain.  
37Turn my eyes from be- | holding falsehood; give me life | in your way. 
38Fulfill your promise | to your servant, which is for | those who fear you. 
39Turn away the reproach | that I dread, because your judg- | ments are good. 
40Behold, I long for | your commandments; by your righteousness en- | liven me. 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 13:8-14                           
8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled 
the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall 
not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, 
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the 
fulfilling of the law. 
 

 11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far 
gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of 
light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery 
and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member of the church sins against you, go and point 
out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained 
that one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every 
word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to 
listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let 
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such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 
19Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for 
you by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there 
among them.” 
 

The Gospel of our Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON            Guest Pastor Garry Mohr 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                               ELW 520 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. 
 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                      
Each petition ends with “Merciful God”. The assembly responds with “receive our prayer.” 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE - The presiding and the assembly share a virtual sign of peace. 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

OFFERING  
 

OFFERTORY        
 

OFFERING PRAYER - All speak the prayer together. 
God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the table, 
that all might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

 GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We  lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right…we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. The universe declares your praise: 
beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with every breath. 
We praise you, O God. 
 

Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across the 
wilderness; out of exile; into the future.  We bless you, O God. 
 

We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now.  We thank you, O God. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the mystery 
of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your people; 
throughout the world. Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by 
your Spirit, in your church, without end. Amen. 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us… 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name,  
      thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
      as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
   
LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All are invited into a time of reflection before they receive communion. During this time, you 
may prepare your hearts to receive the sacrament. Once ready, you may commune yourself 
and those around you with the bread and wine/grape juice. A representative from each 
household may say the following—bread: “The body of Christ given for you.” Wine/grape 
juice: “The blood of Christ shed for you.” 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep in his grace, 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION - All speak the prayer together. 

Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and 
delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your 
banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord 

look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN                  ELW 435 
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DISMISSAL  
Go in peace; Christ is with you.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude                      “Everlasting God”         arr. Carol Tornquist 

 
This week’s altar flowers are given by Mike & Candy Farrell, Giving Glory and Thanksgiving 
to God as we celebrate our 55th wedding anniversary on September 14.  Thanks be to God 

for many Blessings throughout those years. Amen. 

+++++ 
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Calendar This Week 

Every Sunday 10:00 AM Virtual & In-Person Worship 

Sun 9/10/23 After service God’s Work Our Hands day event at  
Trinity Lutheran Church 

Tues 9/12/23 7:00 PM Virtual Council Meeting 

Thurs 9/14/23 7:00 PM Choir Practice 

Sat 9/16/23 9:30 AM Food Shelf Open 

Sun 9/17/23 10:00 AM Rally Day!! 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
It is with deep sadness that we share with our church family that our spiritual shepherd, 
Rev.  Zachary Johnson has joined the Church Triumphant.  As we are all shocked and grieving, 
please pray for God's peace and help for Kristin, Katherine, Rosalie, their family, HAGL and all 
their friends during this very difficult time.  From Kristin Johnson: 
“It is with a very heavy heart that I share that Pastor Zach passed away unexpectedly on 
Friday, September 1st. 
 

Our hearts are heavy with grief, but also gratitude as I am grateful for the ways we have been 
loved and supported since his sudden death and also throughout the past few years. 
 

More details will eventually be shared regarding memorial service plans, but in the meantime, 
we appreciate your prayers as we grieve with you." 
 

God’s Work Our Hands day is Sunday, September 10th. Trinity Lutheran Church will host the 
community service project after their regular worship service if you’d like to attend and help 
make the care kits for the PCC students. 
 

Dedicate Altar Flowers. There are still a few slots available for the upcoming months to 
sponsor the Altar Flowers. Cost is $70 for the twin arrangements or $35 for a single. Add your 
name to the sign-up sheet in the Narthex, or contact the office have your name added! 
 

Rally Day is scheduled for Sunday, September 17th, which is when the choir resumes and we’ll 
have our annual BBQ here after service. We hope to have a luau and also raise money for the 
ELCA relief after the Maui wildfires. Come enjoy some Hawaiian music, wear your flip flops and 
Hawaiian shirts, and join in the festivities after our regular worship service. Contact David if 
you’d like to help plan! We hope to see you there to spread the Aloha! 
 

The Hill Avenue Grace Food Shelf needs volunteers! We’re looking for new, friendly faces to 
help distribute food on Saturday mornings from 9:30 – 11:30 AM. You can help out as often or 
as little as you want. If you’re open to hearing more, please contact Angela Jorgensen at 
foodshelf@hillavenuegrace.org.  
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 Join us this Sunday at 10 AM for our Virtual Worship via Zoom!   

Check in a few minutes early and hear the prelude!  You may also join us on Facebook Live. 
We look forward to seeing your faces and worshiping together!   
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/95007590439?pwd=M2NmMUZCZzhMOUY0SG8xeHpxcU5RUT09 
Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439       Passcode: worship 
 

One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,95007590439#,,,,*4584517# US (San Jose) 
+13462487799,,95007590439#,,,,*4584517# US (Houston) 
 

Dial by your location 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)           +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York)           +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
 

Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439      Passcode: 4584517 
 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-738331. All  
rights reserved. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are back to joining at the altar for communion. We will be going up the center aisle 
and returning down the side aisles. If you are not comfortable with that, pick up a 
communion set at the table in the narthex and then proceed into the sanctuary.  There will 
be 3 options for communion: bread and wine, bread and juice, and gluten-free bread and 
wine.  Only take one set for yourself. Wait for communion instructions before opening the 
packet. 
 

The service will still be available on Zoom and Facebook Live for those who prefer to 
remain at home.  If you have questions, please let our church office know.  We look 
forward to actually seeing you at church this Sunday! 
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