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Reformation Sunday
October 29, 2023

Virtual Bulletin with Holy Communion, Setting lli
Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church

Rev. Garry Mohr, Interim Pastor
Donna Menzies, Assistant to the Pastor, Visitation & Spiritual Care
Douglas Shabe, Director of Music
Hannah Lee, Organist
Kate Radford, Soloist
Steve Rose, Assistant Minister
Barbara Swisher, Lector

Order of the Liturgy

Prelude “Moment by Moment” arr. Cindy Berry

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to
you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of * Jesus Christ, your sins
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may
live in your hearts through faith. Amen.

A Hill Ave Grace
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73 N. Hill Avenue ¢ Pasadena, CA 91106 ¢ 626-792-4169 ¢ www.hillavenuegrace.org
www.hillavenuegrace.org ¢ Facebook.com/HillAvenueGrace
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OPENING HYMN

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ; the love of God; and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every
age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word,
protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and
bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34

*'The days are surely coming, says the LorD, when | will make a new covenant with the house
of Israel and the house of Judah. *’It will not be like the covenant that | made with their
ancestors when | took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant
that they broke, though | was their husband, says the LorD. **But this is the covenant that | will
make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LorD: | will put my law within them,
and | will write it on their hearts; and | will be their God, and they shall be my people. **No
longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LorD,” for they shall all
know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lorp; for | will forgive their iniquity,
and remember their sin no more.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 46 The congregation responds with the bold verses.
'God is our ref- | uge and strength, a very present | help in trouble.
‘Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths ! of the sea;
“though its waters ! rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble ! with its tumult.
“There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God,
the holy habitation of | the Most High.
°God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken; God shall help it at the ! break of day.
°The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the earth | melts away.
'The Lorp of | hosts is with us; the God of Jacob ! is our stronghold.
“Come now, regard the works ! of the Lorp,
what desolations God has brought up- ! on the earth;
’behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the ! shields with fire.
104Be still, then, and know that ! | am God;
| will be exalted among the nations; | will be exalted ! in the earth.”
""The Lorp of | hosts is with us; the God of Jacob ! is our stronghold.

SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28

“Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that
every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. *°For “no
human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law
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comes the knowledge of sin.

“1But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by
the law and the prophets, “’the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who
believe. For there is no distinction, “*since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God;
“they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,
“>whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He
did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the
sins previously committed; “°it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous
and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.

’’Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by
the law of faith. “*For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by
the law.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: John 8:31-36
*!Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my
disciples; *’and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” **They answered
him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you
mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”

*Jesus answered them, “Very truly, | tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin.
*The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there
forever. *°So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

The Gospel of our Lord. Thanks be to God.

SERMON Pastor Garry Mohr
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 18271878, alt,
Music: ERHALT UNS, HERR, J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends with “God of grace,”. The assembly responds with “hear our prayer.”

SHARING OF THE PEACE - The presiding and the assembly share a virtual sign of peace.
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

OFFERTORY "Sing Praise to The Lord" - setting by Robert A. Hobby
David Russell - Trumpet

OFFERING PRAYER - All speak the prayer together.
God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the table,

that all might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right...we praise your name and join their unending hymn.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the mystery
of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us...

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

All are invited into a time of reflection before they receive communion. During this time, you
may prepare your hearts to receive the sacrament. Once ready, you may commune yourself
and those around you with the bread and wine/grape juice. A representative from each
household may say the following—bread: “The body of Christ given for you.” Wine/grape
juice: “The blood of Christ shed for you.”

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep in his grace,
now and forever.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION - A/l speak the prayer together.

Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and
delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your
banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

May the Lord bless you, may the Lord keep you, the Lord make his face shine upon you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and grant you his peace. In the name of the
Father, the *F Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN “Praise God, from Whom All Blessing Flow”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav'nly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.



Page 10 of 12

DISMISSAL
Go in peace; Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.

Postlude “Toccata c-moll” J.S.Bach

This Sunday’s altar flowers are dedicated by the Berg, Bromley and Swisher families in
loving memory of Pastor and Mrs. Joseph Berg, the pastor of our church for 26 years; Melba
and Harold Berg, Vivian Huss the Organist for our church for 67 years, her husband Arnold

Huss, and Robert Huss, Pauline Huss, and Ansley and Hazel Severtson.
+++++

Calendar This Week
Every Sunday 10:00 AM Virtual & In-Person Worship
10/29/23 After service Rally Day!

Wed 11/1/23 10:00 AM In-Person Bible Study in the Chapel
Wed 11/1/23 7:00 PM Bible Study via Zoom & In-Person
Thurs 11/2/23 7:00 PM Choir Practice

Sat 11/4/23 9:30 AM Food Shelf Open

Sat 11/4/23 Bedtime Set your clock back 1 hour!

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Our thoughts and prayers continue to be with the Johnson family after Pastor Zach’s passing.
One way we can help the Johnson family now is by sending gift cards for food delivery,
restaurants, and groceries. Or sign-up to be part of the ‘Meal Train for the Johnson family’ at
https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/gkod70o and check back regularly as updates are made by
the family based on their needs.

Thank Offering Banks have been created by the Women of Grace. Thank Offering Sunday is
the Sunday before Thanksgiving, November 19th. The gifts will be distributed to a charity to be
determined soon. Look for the banks in the narthex or ask Marsha Green for one! Fill up your
bank and return when directed, so the funds can go to a worthy cause.

Rally Day will be held on Reformation Sunday, October 29th! We will enjoy brats and
sauerkraut in honor of Marty & Kate in true German style. We are asking the congregation to
bring sides and desserts. We hope you will join us!

The Hill Avenue Grace Food Shelf needs volunteers! We’re looking for new, friendly faces to
help distribute food on Saturday mornings from 9:30 — 11:30 AM. You can help out as often or
as little as you want. If you’re open to hearing more, please contact Angela Jorgensen at
foodshelf@hillavenuegrace.org
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Join us this Sunday at 10 AM for our Virtual Worship via Zoom!

Check in a few minutes early and hear the prelude! You may also join us on Facebook Live.
We look forward to seeing your faces and worshiping together!

Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/95007590439?pwd=M2NmMUZCZzhMOUY0SG8xeHpxcU5RUT09
Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439 Passcode: worship

One tap mobile
+16699006833,,95007590439#,,,,*4584517# US (San Jose)
+13462487799,,95007590439#,,,,*4584517# US (Houston)

Dial by your location

+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 929 436 2866 US (New York) +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439 Passcode: 4584517

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-738331. All
rights reserved.

We are back to joining at the altar for communion. We will be going up the center aisle
and returning down the side aisles. If you are not comfortable with that, pick up a
communion set at the table in the narthex and then proceed into the sanctuary. There will
be 3 options for communion: bread and wine, bread and juice, and gluten-free bread and
wine. Only take one set for yourself. Wait for communion instructions before opening the
packet.

The service will still be available on Zoom and Facebook Live for those who prefer to
remain at home. If you have questions, please let our church office know. We look
forward to actually seeing you at church this Sunday!
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AL QE o

Remembering those who from their labors rest

All Saints’ Day will be Sunday November 5th, 2023

If there is someone who has passed this last year and you would like them to be remembered
this All Saints’ Day, please list their name and their relation to you below. Put in the offering
plate today or return to the office by Thursday, November 2nd. We will have a reading of the
names of those family and friends who passed in the last year during service, and will be
lighting candles for all the saints.

Person’s name who has passed:

Your relation to them and their date of death:

Person’s name who has passed:

Your relation to them and their date of death:

Person’s name who has passed:

Your relation to them and their date of death:

Person’s name who has passed:

Your relation to them and their date of death:

Person’s name who has passed:

Your relation to them and their date of death:

Your name:




