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Kate Radford, Soloist 
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Order of the Liturgy 
 

Prelude              “Softly and Tenderly”         arr. Phillip Keveren 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
  

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
  

Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the 
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to 
you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may 
live in your hearts through faith.  Amen. 

http://www.hillavenuegrace.org/
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OPENING HYMN                   ELW 689 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ; the love of God; and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
(Lord Have 
Mercy) 
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CANTICLE 
OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you give us all 
that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of 
the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18                                      
 7Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is at hand; 
 the LORD has prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests. 
 

 12At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the people 
 who rest complacently on their dregs, those who say in their hearts, 
 “The LORD will not do good, nor will he do harm.” 
 13Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. 
 Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; 
 though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them. 
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 14The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; 
 the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there. 
 15That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, 
 a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom,  
 a day of clouds and thick darkness, 16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry 
 against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. 
 

 17I will bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind; 
  because they have sinned against the LORD, their blood shall be poured out like dust, 
  and their flesh like dung. 18Neither their silver nor their gold 
  will be able to save them on the day of the LORD’s wrath; 
 in the fire of his passion the whole earth shall be consumed; 
 for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: “From Age To Age” (Psalm 90)  song by Paul Heatley, solo by Natalie Russell 
Lord, you have been our refuge in each generation. 
Before the mountains were brought forth, and all of your creation, 
From age to age, from age to age you are God. (x2) 
We turn from dust to dust, Lord, one by one we die; 
Our lives must pass before you like the blinking of an eye. 
From age to age, from age to age you are God. (x2) 
 

Our days pass away, and we are dismayed 
As our sins are set before you, all our secrets brought to light; 
So teach us, we pray, to number our days 
That we may get a heart of wisdom and the will to do what’s right. 

  

Have mercy on us, Father, in your steadfast love; 
May children’s children see your work and praise the Lord above. 
From age to age, from age to age you are God. (x2) 
 

Our days pass away, and we are dismayed 
As our sins are set before you, all our secrets brought to light; 
So teach us, we pray, to number our days 
That we may get a heart of wisdom and the will to do what’s right. 

 

From age to age, from age to age you are God. (x4) 
From age to age. 
 

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have 
anything written to you. 2For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come 
like a thief in the night. 3When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden 
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destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will 
be no escape! 4But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; 
5for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 
6So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 7for those who 
sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the 
day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of 
salvation. 9For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 
11Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL  
ACCLAMATION    
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:14-30 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 14“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves 
and entrusted his property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another 
one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16The one who had received the five 
talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. 17In the same way, 
the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18But the one who had received the 
one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19After a long 
time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20Then the one who had 
received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed 
over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well 
done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in 
charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And the one with the two talents 
also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two 
more talents.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been 
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 
master.’ 24Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I 
knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you 
did not scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you 
have what is yours.’ 26But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, 
that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to have 
invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my 
own with interest. 28So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 
29For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from 
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those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30As for this worthless slave, 
throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ” 
 

The Gospel of our Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON               
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                      ELW 890 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. 
 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                      
Each petition ends with “Hear us, O God.”. The assembly responds with “your mercy is great.” 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE - The presiding and the assembly share a virtual sign of peace. 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

OFFERING  
 

OFFERTORY       "Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee"           - Beethoven/arr. Hopson 

  

OFFERING PRAYER - All speak the prayer together. 
God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, and 
shared your abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts from 
your abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self 
and care for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant. Amen. 
 

 GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right…we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the mystery 
of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us… 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name,  
      thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
      as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All are invited into a time of reflection before they receive communion. During this time, you 
may prepare your hearts to receive the sacrament. Once ready, you may commune yourself 
and those around you with the bread and wine/grape juice. A representative from each 
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household may say the following—bread: “The body of Christ given for you.” Wine/grape 
juice: “The blood of Christ shed for you.” 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep in his grace, 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION - All speak the prayer together. 

Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the journey, strengthen 
us to care for the least of your beloved children, and give us glad and generous hearts as we 
meet you on the way. Amen. 
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 
May the Lord bless you, may the Lord keep you, the Lord make his face shine upon you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and grant you his peace. In the name of the 

Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN                         ELW 840 
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DISMISSAL  
Go in peace; Christ is with you. Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude             “A Joyful Celebration”               Patricia Lou Harris 

  
This Sunday’s altar flowers are dedicated to the Glory of God! 

 

+++++ 
 

Calendar This Week 

Every Sunday 10:00 AM Virtual & In-Person Worship Service 

Wed 11/22/23 7:00 PM Virtual & In-Person Thanksgiving Eve 
Worship Service 

Sat 11/25/23 9:30 AM Food Shelf Open 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Our thoughts and prayers continue to be with the Johnson family after Pastor Zach’s passing. 
One way we can help the Johnson family now is by sending gift cards for food delivery, 
restaurants, and groceries. Or sign-up to be part of the ‘Meal Train for the Johnson family’ at 
https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/gkod7o and check back regularly as updates are made by 
the family based on their needs. 
 

ThankOffering Banks have been created by the Women of Grace. Sunday, November 19th, is 
Thankoffering Sunday. The banks made by the Women of Grace will be presented as a ‘special’ 
offering during the church service. Ladies are asked to put your name in the bank and Marsha 
Green will count and let you know the amount or the offering can be placed in an envelope. 
After the new year Marsha will call a meeting to discuss where the offering will be given.  
Thank you! 
 

The Hill Avenue Grace Food Shelf needs volunteers! We’re looking for new, friendly faces to 
help distribute food on Saturday mornings from 9:30 – 11:30 AM. You can help out as often or 
as little as you want. If you’re open to hearing more, please contact Angela Jorgensen at 
foodshelf@hillavenuegrace.org.  

https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/gkod7o
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Plan on joining us Thanksgiving Eve for a worship service at 7pm, either in person or online! 
We will use the Holden Evening Prayer for this service. 

 
This year’s Advent Dinner is on Sunday, December 3rd at 6 pm in the gym. 
Tickets for the catered dinner will be available soon. The theme of our 
program this year is Hill Ave’s Got Talent! We all have talents, share yours! 
Play an instrument, share a poem, sing a song, be creative! Watch for the 
signup sheets for setup, cleanup, decorate, talent act, etc.  We hope you will 
join us for Advent fellowship, and plan to bring your favorite Christmas 
dessert! 
 

 

Saturday, December 9th, from 1—5 PM at Solheim Senior Community 
Looking for unique and meaningful gifts for your loved ones this 
holiday season? Come check out our “Spirit of Giving” Christmas 
Boutique! Our Christmas Boutique features local vendors who sell 
handmade arts, crafts and treats to benefit a good cause. Come 
get in the holiday spirit and take part in the holiday festivities at 
Solheim! Bring your friends and enjoy Holiday Shopping, Christmas 
Caroling, Christmas Sweets and Treats, Hot Chocolate, Cider and 
Coffee, Raffle of Select Gifts, and get your picture taken with Santa!! 
 

Join us this Sunday at 10 AM for our Virtual Worship via Zoom!   

Check in a few minutes early and hear the prelude!  You may also join us on Facebook Live. 
We look forward to seeing your faces and worshiping together!   
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/95007590439?pwd=M2NmMUZCZzhMOUY0SG8xeHpxcU5RUT09 
Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439       Passcode: worship 
 

One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,95007590439#,,,,*4584517# US (San Jose) 
+13462487799,,95007590439#,,,,*4584517# US (Houston) 
 

Dial by your location 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)           +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York)           +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
 

Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439      Passcode: 4584517 
 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-738331. All  
rights reserved. 
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We are back to joining at the altar for communion. We will be going up the center aisle 
and returning down the side aisles. If you are not comfortable with that, pick up a 
communion set at the table in the narthex and then proceed into the sanctuary.  There will 
be 3 options for communion: bread and wine, bread and juice, and gluten-free bread and 
wine.  Only take one set for yourself. Wait for communion instructions before opening the 
packet. 
 

The service will still be available on Zoom and Facebook Live for those who prefer to 
remain at home.  If you have questions, please let our church office know.  We look 
forward to actually seeing you at church this Sunday! 
 


