
Page 1 of 12 

 
73 N. Hill Avenue • Pasadena, CA 91106 • 626-792-4169 • office@hillavenuegrace.org 

www.hillavenuegrace.org • Facebook.com/HillAvenueGrace 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
March 10, 2024 

Virtual Bulletin with Holy Communion, Setting IV 
Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church 

Rev. Garry Mohr, Interim Pastor 
Douglas Shabe, Director of Music 
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Order of the Liturgy 
 

Prelude       “Wonderful, Merciful Savior”                arr. Carol Tornquist  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son ☩, and of the Holy Spirit: Amen. 
  

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
  

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
Have mercy and hear us. Though we are poor sinful creatures, have mercy and hear us. 
Though we have turned from you and grieved you, have mercy and hear us. Though we have 
hardened our hearts against you and against our sisters and brothers, have mercy and hear 
us. Though we deserve judgment, wrath, and condemnation, for the sake of your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy and hear us. Forgive us, heal us, and save us, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  
  

God hates nothing that he has made and forgives the sins of all those who are penitent. He 
shall create in us new and contrite hearts, so that we who worthily lament our sins and 
acknowledge our wretchedness, may receive from him, the God of all mercy, perfect remission 
and forgiveness. This he promises through Jesus Christ, his Son, who is our Lord, our Savior, 
and our righteousness forever.  Amen. 



Page 2 of 12 

 

OPENING HYMN                  ELW 848 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ; the love of God; and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world and rescued 
us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may reflect your 
love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Numbers 21:4-9  
4From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of 
Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. 5The people spoke against God and 
against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is 
no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” 6Then the LORD sent poisonous 
serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. 7The people 
came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray 
to the LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the LORD 
said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten 
shall look at it and live.” 9So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and 
whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22  The congregation responds with the bold verses. 
1Give thanks to the LORD, for the | LORD is good,   for God’s mercy en- | dures forever. 
2Let the redeemed of the | LORD proclaim   
  that God redeemed them from the hand | of the foe, 
3gathering them in | from the lands; 
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  from the east and from the west, from the north and | from the south. 
17Some were fools and took re- | bellious paths; through their sins they | were afflicted. 
18They loathed all man- | ner of food  and drew near | to death’s door. 
19Then in their trouble they cried | to the LORD     and you delivered them from | their distress. 
20You sent forth your | word and healed them  and rescued them | from the grave. 
21Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your | steadfast love 
  and your wonderful works | for all people. 
22Let them offer sacrifices | of thanksgiving  and tell of your deeds with | shouts of joy. 
 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 2:1-10                             
1You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you once lived, following the course 
of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among 
those who are disobedient. 3All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, 
following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like 
everyone else. 4But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us 
5even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by 
grace you have been saved—6and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable 
riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved 
through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—9not the result of works, so 
that no one may boast. 10For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL: John 3:14-21 
[Jesus said:] 14“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man 
be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
 16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved through him. 18Those who believe in him are not condemned; but 
those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the 
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name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the 
world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. 20For all who 
do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 
21But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their 
deeds have been done in God.” 
 

The Gospel of our Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON                        Pastor Garry Mohr 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                      ELW 779 
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APOSTLES’ CREED                                                           
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. 
 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                     
Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” The assembly responds with “hear our prayer.” 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE - The presiding and the assembly share a virtual sign of peace. 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

OFFERING   
 
OFFERTORY        "None Other Lamb"             - Christina Rossetti/Craig Courtney 
 

OFFERING PRAYER - All speak the prayer together. 

O Lord, let all I say and do be done as you want. Give me what you want; put me where you 
want; and use me freely in all things. Lord, may your holy will be behind all my actions and 
desires. May I always want and seek what is most pleasing to you. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right…we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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HOLY COMMUNION 
  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION   
  

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name, 
      thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
      as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All are invited into a time of reflection before they receive communion. During this time, you 
may prepare your hearts to receive the sacrament. Once ready, you may commune yourself 
and those around you with the bread and wine/grape juice. A representative from each 
household may say the following—bread: “The body of Christ given for you.” Wine/grape 
juice: “The blood of Christ shed for you.” 
 
COMMUNION HYMN  “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”     
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep in his grace, 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION - All speak the prayer together. 

You have given your only Son to be for us both a sacrifice for sin and also an example of 
godly life. Give us grace that we may always most thankfully receive these his precious gifts, 
and also daily endeavor to follow the blessed steps of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 
May the Lord bless you, may the Lord keep you, the Lord make his face shine upon you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and grant you his peace. In the name of the 

Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN                             ELW 618 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 9 of 12 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace; Christ is with you.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude    “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”             arr. Mark Hayes  
 

This week’s altar flowers are given by Kris Pilon & Dave Cuatt,  
for Katherine Carney, in profound gratitude for her very selfless and generous  

contribution to Kristin's health and well-being. 
 

+++++ 
 

 

Calendar This Week 

Every Sunday 10:00 AM Virtual & In-Person Worship Service 

Tues 3/12/24 6:00 PM Council Meeting 

Wed 3/13/24 10:00 AM Bible Study in the Chapel 

Wed 3/13/24 7:00 PM Mid-Week Lent Virtual & In-Person Service 

Thurs 3/14/24 7:00 PM Choir Practice 

Sat 3/16/24 9:30 AM Food Shelf Open 

Sat 3/16/24 11:00 AM Richard Branson Memorial Service 

 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Lent began on Wednesday, February 14. We will have Mid-week Lent services at 7 PM, both 
in person and available via Zoom and FB live, Wednesdays from 2/21 through 3/20.  

We hope you will join us as we welcome the season of Lent and prepare to journey through 

Lent to the joy of Easter. The theme for Lent this year will be "Journey with Jesus." 
 

Dick Branson joined the Church Triumphant on 2/10/24. He passed away peacefully to be 
with His Lord, surrounded by family and friends who encouraged each other with love and 
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faith. Dick will be cremated, and a memorial service is being planned for Saturday, March 16th. 
A reception will follow the memorial service, the family asks that you bring a dessert to share 
if you plan to attend. We are also asking for help with setup &/or clean-up, contact Bonnie 
Henry or the office to volunteer! 
 

Upcoming Events: 

Palm Sunday - March 24 – Service at 10 AM 

Maundy Thursday - March 28 – Service at 7 PM 

Good Friday - March 29 – Service at 7 PM 

Easter Sunday - March 31 – Service at 10 AM 

 

The Hill Avenue Grace Food Shelf needs volunteers! We’re looking for new, friendly faces to 
help distribute food on Saturday mornings from 9:30 – 11:30 AM. You can help out as often or 
as little as you want. If you’re open to hearing more, please email 
foodshelf@hillavenuegrace.org.  
 

 Join us this Sunday at 10 AM for our Virtual Worship via Zoom!   
Check in a few minutes early and hear the prelude!  You may also join us on Facebook Live. 
We look forward to seeing your faces and worshiping together!   
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/95007590439?pwd=M2NmMUZCZzhMOUY0SG8xeHpxcU5RUT09 
Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439        
Passcode: worship 
 

One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,95007590439#,,,,*4584517# US (San Jose) 
+13462487799,,95007590439#,,,,*4584517# US (Houston) 
 

Dial by your location 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)           +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York)           +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
 

Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439       
Passcode: 4584517 
 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-738331. All  
rights reserved. 
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We are back to joining at the altar for communion. We will be going up the center aisle 
and returning down the side aisles. If you are not comfortable with that, pick up a 
communion set at the table in the narthex and then proceed into the sanctuary.  There will 
be 3 options for communion: bread and wine, bread and juice, and gluten-free bread and 
wine.  Only take one set for yourself. Wait for communion instructions before opening the 
packet. 
 

The service will still be available on Zoom and Facebook Live for those who prefer to 
remain at home.  If you have questions, please let our church office know.  We look 
forward to actually seeing you at church this Sunday! 
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EASTER LILIES 
  

We will decorate our sanctuary for Easter! 
  

If you wish to purchase an Easter Lily plant, please complete the following form and place it AND your check 
(made payable to Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran) in an envelope and place it in the offering basket or mail it to 
the church office. 
  
Please mark your checks for EASTER LILIES in the memo line.  The cost per plant will be $16.50. 
  

 
Please complete the following form by Sunday, March 24th.   That is the absolute deadline.  Thank you!
   
I am donating $____________  for the following: 
  
In memory of: 
____________________________________                                                        ____________________________ 

  
___________________________________________                                                         _____________________ 
  
In honor of: 
_______________________________                                                         _________________________________ 

  
______________________________                                                         __________________________________ 
  
In thanksgiving for: 
___________________________                                                         _____________________________________ 

  
____________________________________                                                         ____________________________ 
  
Other: 
_____________________________________________                                                         ___________________ 

  
____________________________________                                                         ____________________________ 
  
  
Given by: (Please list names as you want them to appear in the bulletin) 

  
_____________________________________________________                                                       ___________ 
  
Envelope Number ___________  

  
Questions?  Please call the church office at 626-792-4169 

  
or email to office@hillavenuegrace.org 

 


