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73 N. Hill Avenue • Pasadena, CA 91106 • 626-792-4169 • www.hillavenuegrace.org 

www.hillavenuegrace.org • Facebook.com/HillAvenueGrace 

4th Sunday after Pentecost 
June 16, 2024 

Virtual Bulletin with Holy Communion, Pentecost Peace 
Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church 

Rev. Garry Mohr, Interim Pastor 
Douglas Shabe, Director of Music 

Hannah Lee, Organist 
Kate Radford, Soprano 

Angela Jorgensen, Assistant Minister 
Jim Pelling, Lector 

Natalie Russell & Sue Rose, Sunday School 
 

Order of the Liturgy 
 

Prelude    “For the Beauty of the Earth”        arr. Jason Tonioli 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son ☩, and of the Holy Spirit:  Amen. 
  

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our 
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
 

Most merciful God,  
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
   

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our 
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 

the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

http://www.hillavenuegrace.org/
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OPENING HYMN                  ELW 521 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ; the love of God; and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.    
And also with you. 
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GATHERING SONG—SACRED SPACE 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE – TAPESTRY OF PEACE 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into yourself and 
nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in need, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC  “Ach Herr, Mich Armen Sünder”       BWV 135. (1724)        - J.S. Bach         
Text by Cyriakus Schneegass (1597) 
Translation:     Ach Herr, mich armen Sünder  
     Ah Lord, poor sinner that I am, 
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     straf nicht in deinem Zorn, 
     do not punish me in your rage, 
     dein ernsten Grimm doch linder, 
     but soften your stern wrath 
     sonst ists mit mir verloren. 
     otherwise I am lost. 
     Ach Herr, wollst mir vergeben  
     Ah Lord, may it be your will to forgive 
     mein Sünd und gnädig sein, 
     my sin and be merciful 
     dass ich mag ewig leben, 
     so that I may live forever 
     entfliehen der Höllenpein. 
     and flee from the pains of hell 
  

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 17:22-24                                      
22Thus says the Lord GOD:  
 I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar; I will set it out. 
 I will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs; 
 I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 
 23On the mountain height of Israel I will plant it,  
 in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, and become a noble cedar. 
 Under it every kind of bird will live; in the shade of its branches will nest 
  winged creatures of every kind. 
 24All the trees of the field shall know that I am the LORD. 
 I bring low the high tree, I make high the low tree; 
 I dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. 
 I the LORD have spoken; I will accomplish it. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15    The congregation responds with the bold verses. 
 1It is a good thing to give thanks | to the LORD,    to sing praise to your name, | O Most High; 
 2to herald your love | in the morning  and your faithful- | ness at night; 
 3on the psaltery, and | on the lyre,  and to the melody | of the harp. 
 4For you have made me glad by your | acts, O LORD; 
  and I shout for joy because of the works | of your hands.  
 12The righteous shall flourish | like a palm tree,  
  and shall spread abroad like a ce- | dar of Lebanon. 
 13Those who are planted in the house | of the LORD   shall flourish in the courts | of our God; 
 14they shall still bear fruit | in old age; they shall be | green and succulent; 
 15that they may show how up- | right the LORD is, my rock, in whom there is | no injustice.  
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SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17                          
6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we 
are away from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have confidence, and 
we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So whether we are at 
home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10For all of us must appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the 
body, whether good or evil. 
  [11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are 
well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your consciences. 12We are not 
commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so that 
you may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in the heart. 13For 
if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. ] 14For the love 
of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have 
died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for 
him who died and was raised for them. 
 16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we 
once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if 
anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything 
has become new! 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL  
ACCLAMATION    
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 4:26-34 
26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground,27and 
would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know 
how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the 
head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has 
come.” 
 30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use 
for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the 
seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and 
puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 
 33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 34he did 
not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 
 

The Gospel of our Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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SERMON                        Pastor Garry Mohr 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                 ELW 853 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                                           
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
      suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
      he descended to the dead. 
      On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
      he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
      and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
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      the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                      
Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy.” The assembly responds with “hear our prayer.” 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE - The presiding and the assembly share a virtual sign of peace. 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you.     
 

OFFERING 
  

OFFERTORY        “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”  (1529 version)   - Martin Luther  
 

OFFERING PRAYER - All speak the prayer together. 
Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to you, so guide our minds, so fill our 
imaginations, so control our wills, that we may be wholly yours, utterly dedicated unto 
you; and then use us, we pray you, as you will, and always to your glory and the welfare of 
your people; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right…we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 

HOLY, HOLY,  
HOLY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

HOLY COMMUNION  
  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name, 
      thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
      as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptations but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All are invited into a time of reflection before they receive communion. During this time, you 
may prepare your hearts to receive the sacrament. Once ready, you may commune yourself 
and those around you with the bread and wine/grape juice. A representative from each 
household may say the following—bread: “The body of Christ given for you.” Wine/grape 
juice: “The blood of Christ shed for you.” 
 

COMMUNION HYMN           
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep in his grace, 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC   “Ehr Sei ins Himmels Throne”      Closing chorale from BWV 135 
Translation:    Ehr sei ins Himmels Throne  
    May there be honor in heaven’s throne 
    mit hohem Ruhm und Preis  
    with high renown and praise 
    dem Vater und dem Sohne  
    to the Father and the Son 
    und auch zu gleicher Weis 
    and also in a similar way 
    dem Heilgen Geist mit Ehren  
    to the Holy Spirit with honor 
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    in alle Ewigkeit, 
    in all eternity 
    der woll uns allen bescheren 
    who want to bestow on us 
    die ewige Seligkeit.  
    eternal blessedness.  
Translations by Francis Browne  
 

SENDING SONG - BE THE GOOD NEWS 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION - All speak the prayer together. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his 
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to 
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 
May the Lord bless you, may the Lord keep you, the Lord make his face shine upon you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and grant you his peace. In the name of the 
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Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN                  ELW 836 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
  

Postlude       “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”                  L.V. Beethoven 
 

Altar flowers are given by Maggie Dickerson in celebration of her 80th birthday. 

+++++ 
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Calendar This Week 

Every Sunday 10:00 AM Virtual & In-Person Worship Service 

Wed 6/19/24 10:00 AM Bible Study in the Chapel 

Sat 6/22/24 9:30 AM Food Shelf Open 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Sunday June 30th is an important day for the future of our congregation! A Special 

Congregational Meeting will be held right after worship service to nominate the Call 

Committee. Lunch and refreshments will be provided!! After the very short Congregational 

meeting everyone is invited to stay and work with the synod staff who will be here to help us 

put down our goals for our congregation and a new pastor, to help the Call Committee. Please 

plan to attend the Congregational and synod meetings, and let anyone on council know if 

you’d like to be part of the Call Committee! 
 

THANKOFFERING CHURCHES   

In June you will notice a decorated shoebox in the narthex. Please write your name and your 

suggestions for donations to a charitable organization(s) and place them in the box. You may 

also text or email me. 626-215-3964, marshag06@gmail.com.  
  

Thank you Women of Grace for participating, Marsha Green 
  

Happy Father’s Day to all the fathers and father figures! 
 

We hope everyone enjoys the special musical offerings today from our choir and organist on 
this Music Sunday. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Southwest CA Synod has proclaimed June 30, 2024 as Solheim Sunday within the synod. 
With this special designation, the synod council has granted Solheim permission to ask synod 
congregations to support Solheim’s ministry by giving a special offering. Donations may be 
channeled through the congregation and the synod office or directly to Solheim through a 
special giving envelope. 
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Hill Avenue Grace has been involved with Solheim for generations, with several members 
serving on the Board over the years, members who reside at Solheim, and a previous 
Executive Director, who is a long time member of HAGL. 
  
Contributions from SWCA Synod congregations are providing charitable care, spiritual care, 
activities, transportation services and abundant living for residents. Your support enables 
Solheim to continue to be a premier care provider for older adults. 
  
Join the SWCA Synod in Synod-wide recognition of Solheim's ministry to older adults and in 
celebration of 100 years of dedication to loving and caring for seniors. Special giving envelopes 
will be available, and you may make your gift either directly to Solheim, or to Hill Avenue 
Grace Lutheran Church, and write Solheim in the memo.  
  
Contact Tina Antypas for more information, 
 tantypas@solheimsenior.org   
  
 

Join us this Sunday at 10 AM for our Virtual Worship via Zoom!   

Check in a few minutes early and hear the prelude!  You may also join us on Facebook Live. 
We look forward to seeing your faces and worshiping together!   
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/95007590439?pwd=M2NmMUZCZzhMOUY0SG8xeHpxcU5RUT09 
Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439       Passcode: worship 
 

One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,95007590439#,,,,*4584517# US (San Jose) 
+13462487799,,95007590439#,,,,*4584517# US (Houston) 
 

Dial by your location 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)           +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York)           +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
 

Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439      Passcode: 4584517 
 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-738331. All  
rights reserved. 
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We join at the altar for communion. We will be going up the center aisle and returning 
down the side aisles. If you are not comfortable with that, pick up a communion set at the 
table in the narthex and then proceed into the sanctuary.  There will be 3 options for 
communion: bread and wine, bread and juice, and gluten-free bread and wine.  Only take 
one set for yourself. Wait for communion instructions before opening the packet. 
 

The service will still be available on Zoom and Facebook Live for those who prefer to 
remain at home.  If you have questions, please let our church office know.  We look 
forward to actually seeing you at church this Sunday! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


