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Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
July 14, 2024

Virtual Bulletin with Holy Communion, Setting VIl
Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church

Rev. Dean W Nelson, Guest Pastor
Douglas Shabe, Director of Music
Hannah Lee, Organist
Anita Mork, Assistant Minister
Sue Rose, Lector
Natalie Russell & Shirley Gudal, Sunday School

Order of the Liturgy
Prelude “Here | Am to Worship” arr. Carol Tornquist

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son , and of the Holy Spirit: Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of

the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

A Hill Ave Grace

0 Lutheran Church

73 N. Hill Avenue ¢ Pasadena, CA 91106 ¢ 626-792-4169  www.hillavenuegrace.org
www.hillavenuegrace.org ¢ Facebook.com/HillAvenueGrace
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OPENING HYMN

GREETING

Gather Us In
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ELW 532

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ; the love of God; and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works. Give to us, your
servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your
commandments; and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in
peace and quietness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Amos 7:7-15
'This is what [the Lord Gobp] showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a
plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. ®And the Lorp said to me, “Amos, what do you see?”
And | said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord said,
“See, | am setting a plumb line in the midst of my people Israel;
| will never again pass them by;

“the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid
waste, and | will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.”

'“Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, “Amos has
conspired against you in the very center of the house of Israel; the land is not able to bear all
his words. “*For thus Amos has said,

‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel must go into exile away from his land.””
2And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your bread
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there, and prophesy there; “*but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary,
and it is a temple of the kingdom.”

““Then Amos answered Amaziah, “l am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but | am a
herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, ‘“and the LorD took me from following the flock,
and the LorD said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.””

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 85:8-13 The congregation responds with the bold verses.

°l will listen to what the Lorp ! God is saying;

for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their | hearts to you.
“Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you,

that your glory may dwell ! in our land.
'0Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together;

righteousness and peace have ! kissed each other.
"'Faithfulness shall spring up ! from the earth,

and righteousness shall look | down from heaven.
’The Lorbp will indeed ! grant prosperity, and our land will ! yield its increase.
“Righteousness shall go be- ! fore the Lorp

and shall prepare for | God a pathway.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14

*Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, “just as he chose us in Christ before the
foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. *He destined us for
adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, °to the
praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. ’In him we have
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his
grace “that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight he has made known to us the
mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, “as a plan for the
fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. **In Christ
we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him
who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, *’so that we, who were the first
to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. **In him you also, when you had
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked
with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; *“this is the pledge of our inheritance toward
redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: Mark 6: 14-29

“King Herod heard of [the disciples’ preaching,] for Jesus’ name had become known. Some
were saying, “John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these
powers are at work in him.” *°But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet,
like one of the prophets of old.” °But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom |
beheaded, has been raised.”

Y"For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on
account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. **For John had
been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” *?’And Herodias had a
grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, *°for Herod feared John,
knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he
was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. **But an opportunity came when
Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of
Galilee. “?When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests;
and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and | will give it.” **And he
solemnly swore to her, “Whatever you ask me, | will give you, even half of my kingdom.” *“She
went out and said to her mother, “What should | ask for?” She replied, “The head of John the
baptizer.” ’Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, “I want you to give me at
once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” °The king was deeply grieved; yet out of
regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. ?/Immediately the king
sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the
prison, “*brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her
mother. 2?When his disciples heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a
tomb.

The Gospel of our Lord. Thanks be to God.

SERMON Pastor Dean Nelson
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HYMN OF THE DAY I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light ELW 815
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Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934
Music: HOUSTON, Kathleen Thomerson
Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy.” The assembly responds with “hear our prayer.”

SHARING OF THE PEACE - The presiding and the assembly share a virtual sign of peace.
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING
OFFERTORY

OFFERING PRAYER - All speak the prayer together.

Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to you, so guide our minds, so fill our
imaginations, so control our wills, that we may be wholly yours, utterly dedicated unto you;
and then use us, we pray you, as you will, and always to your glory and the welfare of your
people; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right...we praise your name and join their unending hymn.
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HOLY COMMUNION
WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptations but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
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All are invited into a time of reflection before they receive communion. During this time, you
may prepare your hearts to receive the sacrament. Once ready, you may commune yourself
and those around you with the bread and wine/grape juice. A representative from each
household may say the following—bread: “The body of Christ given for you.” Wine/grape

juice: “The blood of Christ shed for you.”



COMMUNION HYMN

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep in his grace,

now and forever. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION - All speak the prayer together.
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
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May the Lord bless you, may the Lord keep you, the Lord make his face shine upon you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and grant you his peace. In the name of the

Father, the *F Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Sent Forth by God’s Blessing ELW 547
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Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.
Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune
Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Franklin Pack, IL 60131-2158. All rights reserved.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Postlude “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” arr. Mark Hayes

Altar flowers are dedicated to the Glory of God.

+++++
Calendar This Week
Every Sunday 10:00 AM Virtual & In-Person Worship Service
Wed 7/17/24 10:00 AM Bible Study in the Chapel
Sat 7/20/24 9:30 AM Food Shelf Open
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Pastor Garry will be on vacation July 8—August 9.
Bible Study will still be held during the summer. Please join us every Wednesday at 10 am in

the Chapel!
We thank Rev. Dean Nelson for being with us today while Pastor Garry is on vacation.

It is with sadness that we report that our long-time member Joan Tanchek was called to our
Lord on Sunday, July 7th. Please pray for Terri and the rest of Joan’s family for peace. We will

miss being greeted by Joan’s smiling face!

The Hill Avenue Grace Food Shelf needs volunteers! We’re looking for new, friendly faces to
help distribute food on Saturday mornings from 9:30 — 11:30 AM. You can help out as often or
as little as you want. If you’re open to hearing more, please contact Tobe Poehlmann at

foodshelf@hillavenuegrace.org.

Dedicate Altar Flowers. There are still a few slots available for the upcoming months to
sponsor the Altar Flowers. Cost is $70 for the twin arrangements or $35 for a single. Add your
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name to the sign-up sheet in the Narthex or contact the office today!

Be a part of the counters team! Contact Gretchen Sterling or the office to add your name to
the team to count the offerings each week. Training included!

Join us this Sunday at 10 AM for our Virtual Worship via Zoom!

Check in a few minutes early and hear the prelude! You may also join us on Facebook Live.
We look forward to seeing your faces and worshiping together!

Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/95007590439?pwd=M2NmMUZCZzhMOUY0SG8xeHpxcU5RUT09
Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439 Passcode: worship

One tap mobile
+16699006833,,950075904394,,,,45845174# US (San Jose)
+13462487799,,950075904394#,,,,4584517# US (Houston)

Dial by your location

+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 929 436 2866 US (New York) +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439 Passcode: 4584517

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-738331. All
rights reserved.

We join at the altar for communion. We will be going up the center aisle and returning
down the side aisles. If you are not comfortable with that, pick up a communion set at the
table in the narthex and then proceed into the sanctuary. There will be 3 options for
communion: bread and wine, bread and juice, and gluten-free bread and wine. Only take
one set for yourself. Wait for communion instructions before opening the packet.

The service will still be available on Zoom and Facebook Live for those who prefer to
remain at home. If you have questions, please let our church office know. We look
forward to actually seeing you at church this Sunday!



