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18t Sunday after Pentecost
September 22, 2024

Virtual Bulletin with Holy Communion, Setting Ill
Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church

Rev. Garry Mohr, Interim Pastor
Douglas Shabe, Director of Music
Hannah Lee, Organist
Bonnie Mohr, Assistant Minister
Dave Cuatt & Kris Pilon, Lector
Natalie Russell & Sue Rose, Sunday School

Order of the Liturgy

Prelude “Near to the Heart of God” arr. Lenny Seidel

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son *F, and of the Holy Spirit: Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of

the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

A Hill Ave Grace

utheran Church
Lutf C

73 N. Hill Avenue ¢ Pasadena, CA 91106 ¢ 626-792-4169 ¢ www.hillavenuegrace.org
www.hillavenuegrace.org ¢ Facebook.com/HillAvenueGrace
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OPENING HYMN God Is Here! ELW 526
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000

Music: ABBOT'S LEIGH, Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-1991

Text @ 1979 Hope Publishing Company.
Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream. IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ; the love of God; and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us as beloved children.
Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we may walk in your ways of wisdom
and understanding as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 11:18-20
%]t was the Lorb who made it known to me, and | knew; then you showed me their evil deeds.
“But | was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter.

And | did not know it was against me that they devised schemes, saying,

“Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, let us cut him off from the land of the living,

so that his name will no longer be remembered!”

“But you, O LorD of hosts, who judge righteously, who try the heart and the mind,

let me see your retribution upon them, for to you | have committed my cause.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 54 The congregation responds with the bold verses.
'Save me, O God, ! by your name; in your might, de- ! fend my cause.
’Hear my ! prayer, O God; give ear to the words | of my mouth.
*For strangers have risen up against me, and the ruthless have | sought my life,
those who have no re- | gard for God.
“Behold, God ! is my helper; it is the Lord who sus- ! tains my life.
°Render evil to those who | spy on me; in your faithful- | ness, destroy them.
°l will offer you a ! freewill sacrifice and praise your name, O Lorp, for ! it is good.
’For you have rescued me from | every trouble, and my eye looks down ! on my enemies.

SECOND READING: James 3:13—4:3, 7-8a

*Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are
done with gentleness born of wisdom. **But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in
your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. *°Such wisdom does not come down
from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. ‘°For where there is envy and selfish ambition,
there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. /But the wisdom from above is first
pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of
partiality or hypocrisy. **And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make
peace.”

Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come
from your cravings that are at war within you? “You want something and do not have it; so you
commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and
conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. *You ask and do not receive, because you
ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures. 'Submit yourselves therefore
to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. **Draw near to God, and he will draw near
to you.
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The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: Mark 9:30-37

*‘[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to
know it;*'for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed
into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.”
*’But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him.

*Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were
you arguing about on the way?” **But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with
one another who was the greatest. *’He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them,
“Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” **Then he took a little child
and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, *’“Whoever welcomes one
such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the
one who sent me.”

The Gospel of our Lord. Thanks be to God.

SERMON Pastor Garry Mohr
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 781

Children of the Heavenly Father
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Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr, Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958
Music: TRYGGARE KAN INGEN VARA, Swedish folk tune
Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

APOSTLES’ CREED

A RS S B

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
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Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy.” The assembly responds with “hear our prayer.”

SHARING OF THE PEACE - The presiding minister & the assembly share a virtual sign of peace.

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY

OFFERING PRAYER - All speak the prayer together.

Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to you, so guide our minds, so fill our

imaginations, so control our wills, that we may be wholly yours, utterly dedicated unto you;
and then use us, we pray you, as you will, and always to your glory and the welfare of your

people; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY COMMUNION
WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptations but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

All are invited into a time of reflection before they receive communion. During this time, you
may prepare your hearts to receive the sacrament. Once ready, you may commune yourself
and those around you with the bread and wine/grape juice. A representative from each
household may say the following—bread: “The body of Christ given for you.” Wine/grape
juice: “The blood of Christ shed for you.”

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep in his grace,
now and forever.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION - All speak the prayer together.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

May the Lord bless you, may the Lord keep you, the Lord make his face shine upon you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and grant you his peace. In the name of the
Father, the *+ Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light ELW 815
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Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934

Music: HOUSTON, Kathleen Tho

merson

Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration.
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Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Postlude

“Thank We All Our God” (with Christians While on Earth Abiding)

+++++

This week’s altar flowers are dedicated to the Glory of God.
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Paul Manz

Calendar This Week

Every Sunday

10:00 AM

Virtual & In-Person Worship Service

Sun 9/22

After service

Rally Day in the Quad
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Tues 9/24/24 7:00 PM Alpha Course at Vintage Church
Wed 9/25/24 10:00 AM Bible Study in the Chapel
Thurs 9/26/24 7:00 PM Choir Practice
Sat 9/28/24 9:30 AM Food Shelf Open
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

We are sad to share that Margaret Rothwell joined the Church Triumphant on Monday,
August 26th. She passed away peacefully surrounded by family and friends. Please continue to
pray for the family and friends of Margaret.

Rally Day is scheduled for Sunday, September 22nd. We have food, and hopefully you will
bring a side dish to share, or maybe a dessert! We have activities for all ages, invite your
friends!! We hope everyone will plan on attending and participating in this annual event! Rally
Day activities will include some fun puzzles-- eat your Wheaties and sharpen your pencils!
There will also be an Art activity involving spray paint and recycled materials. Up to 8
attendees may participate, must be adults, and no training is necessary. Take home a useful
and beautiful keepsake! Sign-ups on Sunday right after church!

Curious about Faith? Join the Alpha Course - Starting Sept 24 at 7 PM

Alpha is a series of conversations that explore life, spirituality and faith in a fun, non-
judgmental and open environment. It’s perfect for skeptics, curious, anyone with
major doubts or hurts or those who just want to talk about the real issues of life
with new friends.

You can expect to meet and make new friends over the course of eight weeks; we will
meet every Tuesday, eat dinner and watch a short film together before discussing about what
we just watched. Each talk looks at a different question around faith and is designed to create
conversation. It’s a fun evening where there is no pressure to come back each week; just see if
Alpha is for you.

Alpha Launch - Trivia night. Meet new people, eat some nice food, play trivia and see if Alpha
is for you. Address - 464 E Walnut Street, Pasadena, 91101 Vi
N /e

We are preparing to offer a Confirmation Class that will begin before the e
end of the year. Please contact the office by October 6 if you have anyone '

7th grade and up that would like to participate. Conﬁ[mhllon

Have a green thumb and want to put it to use? Volunteer and help with a cleanup of the
Prayer Garden! Contact the office to let us know your interest.
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The Annual LWR Quilt Drive is happening on October 22nd here at HAGL! Start preparing
those quilts to donate to our world neighbors, or put a check in the offering plate with ‘Quilts’
on the memo line for us to send along to LWR! Your love is bringing physical comfort and
essential needs to those who need it most. Quilts measuring 60 x 80 should be brought to the
office by Oct 20th. Please donate S5 for Shipping Costs. Put a check in the offering plate and
mark the memo line “Quilts” & we’ll send the S to LWR.

The Hill Avenue Grace Food Shelf needs volunteers! We’re looking for new, friendly faces to
help distribute food on Saturday mornings from 9:30 — 11:30 AM. You can help out as often or
as little as you want. If you’re open to hearing more, please contact Tobe Poehimann at
foodshelf@hillavenuegrace.org.

Join us this Sunday at 10 am for our Virtual Worship via Zoom! Check in a few minutes early
and hear the prelude! We look forward to seeing your faces and worshiping together!

Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/95007590439?pwd=M2NmMUZCZzhMOUY0SG8xeHpxcU5RUT09
Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439 Passcode: worship

One tap mobile
+16699006833,,950075904394,,,,45845174# US (San Jose)
+13462487799,,950075904394#,,,,4584517# US (Houston)

Dial by your location

+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 929 436 2866 US (New York) +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439 Passcode: 4584517

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-738331. All
rights reserved.



