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16th Sunday after Pentecost 
September 8, 2024 

Virtual Bulletin with Holy Communion, Setting III 
Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church 

Rev. Garry Mohr, Interim Pastor 
Douglas Shabe, Director of Music 

Hannah Lee, Organist 
Angela Jorgensen, Assistant Minister 

Angela Jorgensen, Lector 
Natalie Russell & Faye Kirchhoff, Sunday School 

 

Order of the Liturgy 
 

Prelude     “Be Thou My Vision”        arr. Joseph Martin 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son ☩, and of the Holy Spirit: Amen. 
  

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our 
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
 

Most merciful God,  
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
   

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our 
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 

the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN                  ELW 731 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ; the love of God; and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF 
PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and death into life. 
Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a people ready to proclaim your 
promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord.   
Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:4-7a                
 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
  “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. 
  He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” 
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 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 
 7athe burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 146  The congregation responds with the bold verses. 

 1Hal- | lelujah!  Praise the Lord, | O my soul! 
 2I will praise the Lord as long | as I live;  
  I will sing praises to my God while I | have my being. 
 3Put not your | trust in rulers,  in mortals in whom there | is no help. 
 4When they breathe their last, they re- | turn to earth, 
  and in that day | their thoughts perish.  
 5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help,  
  whose hope is in the | Lord their God; 
 6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them; 
  who keeps promis- | es forever; 
 7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger. 
  The Lord sets the | captive free. 
 8The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who | are bowed down; 
  the Lord | loves the righteous.  
 9The Lord cares | for the stranger; 
  the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of the wicked. 
 10The Lord shall | reign forever, 
  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah! 
 

SECOND READING: James 2:1-10 [11-13] 14-17                                  
1My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord 
Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and 
if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and if you take notice of the one wearing the 
fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand 
there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” 4have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become 
judges with evil thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the 
poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to 
those who love him? 6But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is 
it not they who drag you into court? 7Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that 
was invoked over you? 
 8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 9But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law 
as transgressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become 
accountable for all of it. [11For the one who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, 
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“You shall not murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery but if you murder, you have 
become a transgressor of the law. 12So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the 
law of liberty. 13For judgment will be without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; 
mercy triumphs over judgment.]  
 14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? 
Can faith save you? 15If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, 16and one of you says 
to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily 
needs, what is the good of that? 17So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 7:24-37 

24[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want 
anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice,25but a woman whose little 
daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down 
at his feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast 
the demon out of her daughter. 27He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair 
to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 28But she answered him, “Sir, even the 
dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29Then he said to her, “For saying that, you 
may go—the demon has left your daughter.” 30So she went home, found the child lying on the 
bed, and the demon gone. 
 31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of 
Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought to him a deaf man who had an 
impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33He took him aside in 
private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his 
tongue. 34Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be 
opened.” 35And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke 
plainly. 36Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more 
zealously they proclaimed it. 37They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done 
everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.” 
 

The Gospel of our Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON                      Pastor Garry Mohr 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                 ELW 673 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                                           
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
      suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
      he descended to the dead. 
      On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
      he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
      and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
      the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                          
Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy.” The assembly responds with “hear our prayer.” 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE - The presiding minister & the assembly share a virtual sign of peace. 
The peace of Christ be with you always.   And also with you.     
 

OFFERING  
  

OFFERTORY     “Angel’s Song”              Iouri Grichetchkine 
 

OFFERING PRAYER - All speak the prayer together. 

Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to you, so guide our minds, so fill our 
imaginations, so control our wills, that we may be wholly yours, utterly dedicated unto you; 
and then use us, we pray you, as you will, and always to your glory and the welfare of your 
people; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
  

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

It is indeed right…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY COMMUNION  
  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
  

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name, 
      thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
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      as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptations but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

LAMB OF GOD  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All are invited into a time of reflection before they receive communion. During this time, you 
may prepare your hearts to receive the sacrament. Once ready, you may commune yourself 
and those around you with the bread and wine/grape juice. A representative from each 
household may say the following—bread: “The body of Christ given for you.” Wine/grape 
juice: “The blood of Christ shed for you.” 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep in his grace, 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION - All speak the prayer together. 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his 
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to 
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 
May the Lord bless you, may the Lord keep you, the Lord make his face shine upon you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and grant you his peace. In the name of the 

Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                 ELW 715 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL  
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
 

Postlude       “Voluntary No. 5 in D Major”       John Stanley 
 

+++++ 
 

This week’s altar flowers are dedicated by Karen Scholl DeGilio to the Glory of God  
and in celebration of the September 12th birthdays of:  

my sister Dorothy Scholl Woolum & my friend Ken Sterling. 
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Calendar This Week 

Every Sunday 10:00 AM Virtual & In-Person Worship Service 

Mon 9/9/24 10:00 AM 
Memorial Service for Margaret Rothwell  

at Cabot & Sons 

Tues 9/10/24 6:00 PM Council Meeting in the Chapel 

Wed 9/11/24 10:00 AM Bible Study in the Chapel 

Thurs 9/12/24 7:00 PM Choir Practice 

Sat 9/14/24 9:30 AM Food Shelf Open 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
We are sad to share that Margaret Rothwell joined the Church Triumphant on Monday, 
August 26th. She passed away peacefully surrounded by family and friends. Pr Garry is working 
with the family for a service at Cabot & Sons on Monday, September 9 at 10 am.  
  

Rally Day is scheduled for Sunday, September 22nd. Details to be provided soon! We hope 
everyone will plan on attending and participating in this annual event! 
  

“Dress for Success” Event Upcoming on September 20th! Accessories Needed!! A small article 
or item of clothing carried or worn to compliment a garment or outfit…an item which can be 
added to something else in order to make it more useful, versatile, or attractive…Wanted: 
Costume Jewelry, Working Watches, Wallets, Purses, Totes, Make-up Samples, Charming 
Additions to any Wardrobe. Contact Linda Koci or the office to arrange drop-off. 
  

Curious about Faith? Join the Alpha Course - Starting Sept 24 at 7 PM 
Alpha is a series of conversations that explore life, spirituality and faith in a fun, non-
judgmental and open environment.  It’s perfect for skeptics, curious, anyone with major 
doubts or hurts or those who just want to talk about the real issues of life with new friends.  
  

You can expect to meet and make new friends over the course of eight weeks; we will meet 
every Tuesday, eat dinner and watch a short film together before discussing about what we 
just watched. Each talk looks at a different question around faith and is designed to create 
conversation. It’s a fun evening where there is no pressure to come back each week; just see if 
Alpha is for you. 
  

Alpha Launch- Trivia night. Meet new people, eat some nice food, play trivia and see if Alpha is 
for you. Address - 464 E Walnut Street, Pasadena, 91101 
 
The Hill Avenue Grace Food Shelf needs volunteers! We’re looking for new, friendly faces to 
help distribute food on Saturday mornings from 9:30 – 11:30 AM. You can help out as often or 
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as little as you want. If you’re open to hearing more, please contact Tobe Poehlmann at 
foodshelf@hillavenuegrace.org.    
  

Join us this Sunday at 10 am for our Virtual Worship via Zoom!   
Check in a few minutes early and hear prelude!  You may also join us on Facebook Live. We 
look forward to seeing your faces and worshiping together!   
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/95007590439?pwd=M2NmMUZCZzhMOUY0SG8xeHpxcU5RUT09 
Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439   Passcode: worship 
 

One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,95007590439#,,,,*4584517# US (San Jose) 
+13462487799,,95007590439#,,,,*4584517# US (Houston) 
 

Dial by your location 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)           +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York)           +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
 

Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439   Passcode: 4584517 
 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-738331. All 
rights reserved. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are back to joining at the altar for communion. We will be going up the center aisle 
and returning down the side aisles. If you are not comfortable with that, pick up a 
communion set at the table in the narthex and then proceed into the sanctuary.  There will 
be 3 options for communion: bread and wine, bread and juice, and gluten-free bread and 
wine.  Only take one set for yourself. Wait for communion instructions before opening the 
packet. 
 

The service will still be available on Zoom and Facebook Live for those who prefer to 
remain at home.  If you have questions, please let our church office know.  We look 
forward to actually seeing you at church this Sunday! 


