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First Sunday of Advent 
December 1, 2024 

Virtual Bulletin with Holy Communion, Every Day God 
Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran Church 

Rev. Garry Mohr, Interim Pastor 
Douglas Shabe, Director of Music 

Hannah Lee, Organist 
Jessica Sandidge, Soprano 

Anita Mork, Assistant Minister 
Sue Rose, Lector 

Natalie Russell and Faye Kirchhoff, Sunday School 
 
 

Order of the Liturgy 
 

Prelude        “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”        arr. Sally deFord 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS FOR ADVENT 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  

Let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor.  
  

Most merciful God, 
we confess to you with our whole heart our neglect and forgetfulness of your 
commandments: our wrong thinking, speaking, and acting; the hurts we have done to 
others; and the good we have left undone.  O God, forgive us, for we have sinned against 
you. Raise us to newness of life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  

Hear this promise of Almighty God: He prepares in our hearts a royal highway for his Son’s 
near approach, and cleanses us from all our sins. He drives away the darkness of sin and death, 
that we may behold the glory of his Son, the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  

http://www.hillavenuegrace.org/
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OPENING HYMN                  ELW 244 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ; the love of God; and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.   
And also with you. 
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ADVENT HYMN OF PRAISE:       Every Day God 
Congregation - sing at bold print 
  

Earth’s creator,                           
      Everyday God                                                            
Loving Maker                                                     
       O Jesus                                        
You who shaped us                   
       O spirit,                                        
Recreate us,                                 
Come be with us.  
  
In your presence,                          
        Everyday God                              
We are gathered.  
        O Jesus,  
 You have called us,                       
        O Spirit,    
To restore us,  
Come be with us.  
                                                                                                                                                               

In our dreaming, 
       Everyday God 
In our daring. 
       O Jesus, 
In our searching. 
       O Spirit, 
In our sharing, 
Come be with us.  

God of laughter, 
       Everyday God 
God of sorrow, 
        O Jesus, 
 God of shelter, 
        O Spirit, 
Strong and patient, 
Come be with us. 
  

Word of gladness, 
     Everyday God 
Word of mercy, 
      O Jesus, 
Word of friendship, 
       O Spirit, 
Word of challenge, 
Come be with us. 
  

Our beginning, 
         Everyday God 
Our Unfolding, 
          O Jesus, 
Our enduring, 
          O Spirit 
Journey’s ending, 
Come be with us.                                              

Alleluia, 
       Everyday God 
Now and always, 
        O Jesus, 
Alleluia, 
        O spirit, 
Through the ages. 
Come be with us. 
  

  
Bernadette Farrell 
Restless is the Heart 
  
 

  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to the 
threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  
We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s 
advent. May you bless its light so that it shines brightly as it points us to the true Light of the 
World, your Son, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
  

LIGHTING OF THE 1ST CANDLE 
Praise to you, O God, our salvation who is near. You hold us in our waiting and keep us awake 
to the world. You show up in our lives at unexpected times.  Bless us as we light this candle to 
keep vigil for your arrival. We trust that even though we do not know the day or the hour, you 
hurry to gather all people to your peace.  Amen. 
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ADVENT HYMN                                       “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”           ELW 257 
Congregation sings verse 1 & 2 only 
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
 that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
 

Refrain 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

2 O come, O Wisdom from on high, embracing all things far and nigh: 
 in strength and beauty come and stay; teach us your will and guide our way.  Refrain 
 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 33:14-16                                      
14 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house 
of Israel and the house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous 
Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16 In 
those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which 
it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 25:1-10  The congregation responds with the bold verses. 

 1 To | you, O LORD,  I lift | up my soul. 
 2 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 
 3 Let none who look to you be | put to shame;  
  rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous. 
 4 Show me your | ways, O LORD,  and teach | me your paths.  
 5 Lead me in your | truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long. 
 6 Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love,   for they are from | everlasting.  
 7 Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions; remember me according to  
          your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- | ness, O LORD. 
 8 You are gracious and up- | right, O LORD; therefore you teach sinners | in your way. 
 9 You lead the low- | ly in justice  and teach the low- | ly your way. 
 10 All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast | love and faithfulness 
  to those who keep your covenant and your | testimonies.  
 

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13                           
9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God 
because of you? 10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and 
restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 
  11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12 And 
may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we 
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abound in love for you. 13 And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be 
blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 21:25-36 
[Jesus said:] 25 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars and on the earth distress 
among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26 People will faint from fear 
and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be 
shaken. 27 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 
28 Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing near.” 
 

  29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30 as soon as they 
sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31 So also, 
when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly I 
tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33 Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 

  34 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness 
and the worries of this life and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. For it 
will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying that 
you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place and to stand before 
the Son of Man.” 
 

The Gospel of our Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON                        Pastor Garry Mohr 
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HYMN OF THE DAY               ELW 436 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                      
Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” The assembly responds with “hear our prayer.”  
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE - The presiding and the assembly share a virtual sign of peace. 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

OFFERING 
  

OFFERTORY     "Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming"          - Michael Praetorius 
 

OFFERING PRAYER - All speak the prayer together. 
Holy God, receive these tokens of our love for you. Make them holy, and use them as you 
desire, for the glory of your coming Kingdom, and for the well-being of the people you long 
to redeem. This we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right…we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY COMMUNION  
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name,  
      thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
      as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
  

LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All are invited into a time of reflection before they receive communion. During this time, you 
may prepare your hearts to receive the sacrament. Once ready, you may commune yourself 
and those around you with the bread and wine/grape juice. A representative from each 
household may say the following—bread: “The body of Christ given for you.” Wine/grape 
juice: “The blood of Christ shed for you.” 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep in his grace, 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION - All speak the prayer together. 

Almighty and ever-living God, we give you thanks for these heavenly gifts.  Kindle in us the 
fire of your Spirit. When your Christ comes again, make us shine as lights before his face; 
who is alive and reigns now and forever. Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 
May the Lord bless you, may the Lord keep you, the Lord make his face shine upon you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and grant you his peace. In the name of the 

Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN                         ELW 260 
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DISMISSAL  
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude         “Rejoice, the Lord Is King”                   arr. John Innes  
 

This week’s altar flowers are given by Karen McClure to the Glory of God. 

+++++ 
 

Calendar This Week 

Every Sunday 10:00 AM Virtual & In-Person Worship 

Wed 12/4/24 10:00 AM Bible Study in the Chapel 

Wed 12/4/24 7:00 PM 
Mid-week Advent Service –  

Virtual and In-Person 

Thurs 12/5/24 7:00 PM Choir Practice 

Sat 12/7/24 9:00 AM Advent Dinner SETUP in the gym 

Sat 12/7/24 9:30 AM Food Shelf Open 

Sun 12/8/24 6:00 PM Advent Dinner in the gym 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Bob Menzies is now in the care of our Lord. He passed away peacefully on 11/3/24, after 
many rough days and nights. Thank you all for your prayers and support of the Menzies’ 
family. He will be dearly missed by many.    
  
We will be having Christmas Eve service in-person and online at 5 pm on the 24th, so please 
mark your calendar!  
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Advent Dinner—Sunday, December 8th at 6 pm 
We hope you will plan to join us for this year’s Advent Dinner on Sunday, 
December 8th at 6pm in the gym. We will have a catered dinner, with a ticket 
price of $15 for Adults and $5 for kids. Be sure to let Fred or Anita know how 
many tickets you need! There will be entertainment by the Chubbies and carols to 
sing! Please bring your favorite dessert to share! 
If you can be here to help setup on the Saturday the 7th at 9 am it would be 
greatly appreciated!! Or help clean-up after the event if you can, that would be very helpful!  
 

 

Dedicate Altar Flowers. There are still a few slots available for the upcoming months to 
sponsor the Altar Flowers. Cost is $70 for the twin arrangements or $35 for a single. Add your 
name to the sign-up sheet in the Narthex today! 
 

The Hill Avenue Grace Food Shelf needs volunteers! We’re looking for new, friendly faces to 

help distribute food on Saturday mornings from 9:30 – 11:30 AM. You can help out as often or 

as little as you want. If you’re open to hearing more, please contact Tobe Poehlmann at 

foodshelf@hillavenuegrace.org.  
  

Sign-up to host coffee hour! Bring goodies to share during fellowship after church. More 
members sharing goodies means you can sign up as little or as often as you like. Add your 
name to the sheet in the narthex!! 
 

 Join us this Sunday at 10 AM for our Virtual Worship via Zoom!   

Check in a few minutes early and hear the prelude!  We look forward to seeing your faces 
and worshiping together!   
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/95007590439?pwd=M2NmMUZCZzhMOUY0SG8xeHpxcU5RUT09 
Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439       Passcode: worship 
 

One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,95007590439#,,,,*4584517# US (San Jose) 
+13462487799,,95007590439#,,,,*4584517# US (Houston) 
 

Dial by your location 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)           +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York)           +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
 

Meeting ID: 950 0759 0439      Passcode: 4584517 
 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-738331. All  
rights reserved. 
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ALTAR GUILD ANNOUNCEMENT 
  

It is time to begin thinking about decorating our sanctuary for Christmas! 
  

If you wish to purchase a poinsettia plant, please complete the following form and place it 
AND your check (made payable to Hill Avenue Grace Lutheran) in an envelope.   

You can mail it to the church office or place it in the offering plate.  
Please earmark all checks for POINSETTIAS. The cost per plant this year will be $16.50. 

  

Please complete the following form and turn it in by WEDNESDAY, December 20th. 
That is the absolute deadline.  Thank you! 

   

I am donating $____________  for the following: 
  
In memory of:  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
  
  

In honor of: 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
  
  

In thanksgiving for: 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
  
  

Other: 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
  
  

Given by: (Please list names as you want them to appear in the bulletin) 
  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Envelope Number ___________ 


